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Azadi Far Ride

The Azadi Far Ride project is an initiative dedicated to promoting slow travel tourism in Australia,
with a particular focus on leveraging the state’s unique cultural, historical, and natural asset – the 
stock routes. Our submission provides feedback on the development of Queensland’s next 20-year 
tourism plan, with a focus on the key areas of ecotourism, 2032 legacy, investment attraction, 
tourism experience development, access and connectivity, and events delivery.

Our recommendations are informed by our advocacy for recreational slow travel tourism, 
particularly through the use of Queensland’s stock route network, which represents a shared 
cultural heritage between First Nations and pastoral history. We believe that integrating these assets 
into Queensland’s tourism strategy can create a sustainable, inclusive, and economically viable 
future for the state’s tourism industry and sustainably preserve this shared cultural heritage asset for 
generations to come.

Key Focus Areas and Recommendations

1. Ecotourism

Queensland has unparalleled potential to become a global leader in ecotourism. The state’s natural 
landscapes, biodiversity, and cultural heritage provide a unique opportunity to develop sustainable 
tourism experiences that align with global trends toward responsible travel.

Recommendations:

• Develop a connected slow travel network: Integrate Queensland’s stock routes, geotrails,
and rail trails into a cohesive ecotourism network. These pathways offer opportunities for 
hiking, biking, and horseback riding, while celebrating the state’s natural and cultural 
heritage.

• Promote geo-tourism and cultural tourism: Highlight the geological and cultural 
significance of sites like Carnarvon Gorge and the stock route network, which overlay First 
Nations songlines and pastoral history.

• Invest in sustainable infrastructure: Upgrade infrastructure along stock routes and trails to
ensure accessibility while minimizing environmental impact.

• Support eco-certification: Encourage tourism operators and destinations to achieve eco-
certification, ensuring alignment with global sustainability standards.

Impact:
These initiatives will position Queensland as a global leader in ecotourism, attracting 
environmentally conscious travelers and creating long-term economic and environmental benefits.
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2. 2032 Legacy

The Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games present a once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
showcase Queensland’s tourism offerings to a global audience.

Recommendations:

• Embed slow travel tourism in the 2032 legacy strategy: Promote Queensland’s stock 
routes and recreational trails as part of the state’s unique cultural and natural heritage, 
aligning with the Games’ focus on sustainability and inclusivity.

• Develop global marketing campaigns: Highlight Queensland’s slow travel experiences, 
including its stock routes, as a must-visit destination for international visitors.

• Leverage First Nations tourism: Integrate Indigenous storytelling and cultural experiences 
into the 2032 legacy, showcasing the shared history of stock routes with traditional pathways
and songlines.

Impact:
These efforts will ensure that the 2032 Games leave a lasting legacy for Queensland’s tourism 
industry, driving long-term visitor growth and economic benefits.

3. Investment Attraction

Investment in tourism infrastructure and experiences is critical to realizing Queensland’s potential 
as a world-class destination.

Recommendations:

• Prioritize investment in slow travel infrastructure: Allocate funding to develop and 
maintain stock routes, rail trails, and park tracks for recreational use, ensuring they are 
accessible and sustainable.

• Create a one-stop service for investors: Simplify the process for identifying and investing 
in tourism projects, particularly those focused on ecotourism and cultural heritage.

• Support community-led tourism initiatives: Support and streamline the process for local 
community groups to apply to lease undeveloped sections of the stock route network and rail
trail corridors, developing a slow travel tourism network. Provide grants and funding 
opportunities for local communities or recreational community groups to develop and 
promote slow travel experiences.

Impact:
These investments will unlock the economic potential of Queensland’s tourism industry, creating 
jobs and supporting regional development.

4. Tourism Experience Development

Queensland’s tourism experiences must evolve to meet the changing preferences of travelers, 
particularly the growing demand for immersive and sustainable experiences.

Recommendations:

• Develop recreational slow travel experiences: Foster the creation of guided tours, events, 
and self-guided itineraries along stock routes and trails, highlighting their cultural and 
natural significance.

• Enhance digital connectivity: Develop an app that provides information on points of 
interest, trail maps, and cultural stories for slow travelers.

• Promote cultural exchange: Encourage international visitors to engage with First Nations 



communities and learn about their connection to the land.

Impact:
These initiatives will enhance Queensland’s appeal as a destination for immersive and meaningful 
travel experiences.

5. Access and Connectivity

Improving access and connectivity is essential to ensuring that tourists can explore Queensland’s 
diverse regions.

Recommendations:

• Upgrade public transport: Invest in localised train and bus services to improve 
connectivity between key tourism hubs and slow travel routes.

• Provide free Wi-Fi at hub locations: Ensure tourists have access to digital resources while 
exploring regional areas.

• Develop wayfinding tools: Install interpretive signage and digital tools to guide visitors 
along stock routes and trails.

Impact:
These improvements will make it easier for tourists to explore Queensland’s regions, supporting 
local economies and reducing the environmental impact of travel.

6. Events Delivery

Events play a crucial role in attracting visitors and showcasing Queensland’s unique offerings.

Recommendations:

• Celebrate cultural heritage: Develop events that highlight the shared history of First 
Nations and pastoral communities, fostering cultural understanding and appreciation.

• Leverage existing programs like Queensland Music Trails program: Integrate slow 
travel experiences with music and cultural events, creating a unique and memorable visitor 
experience.

Impact:
These events will attract visitors, boost local economies, and promote Queensland’s cultural and 
natural heritage.

Conclusion

Queensland’s next 20-year tourism plan has the potential to transform the state into a global leader 
in sustainable and inclusive tourism. By prioritizing ecotourism, leveraging the 2032 legacy, 
attracting investment, developing unique experiences, improving access and connectivity, and 
delivering memorable events, Queensland can create a thriving tourism industry that benefits all 
residents and visitors.

The Azadi Far Ride Project strongly advocates for the integration of slow travel tourism and the 
use of Queensland’s stock route network as a cornerstone of this strategy. These assets represent a 
unique opportunity to celebrate the state’s cultural and natural heritage while creating sustainable 
economic and social benefits.

We encourage the Queensland Government to consider these recommendations as part of its long-
term tourism strategy and look forward to collaborating on initiatives that support the growth and 
sustainability of Queensland’s tourism industry.
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