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Mary River Catchment Coordination Association Inc - Organisation Profile
The Mary River Catchment Coordination Association is a very active, not for profit Integrated Catchment 
Management organisation overseen by the Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee (MRCCC). 
The Committee comprises representatives from 30+ industry, community and government sectors with 
interests in integrated catchment management and sustainable natural resource management. The group was 
incorporated on the 17th March 1995 and today, collectively, reaches out to thousands of catchment residents 
through our stakeholder delegates, landholders and associated networks throughout the Mary Catchment, 
which encompasses an area of approximately 10,000 km2 and over 3000 km of waterways including the major 
tributaries of Obi Obi, Yabba, Six Mile, Wide Bay, Munna and Tinana Creeks. The Mary River emanates from 
the Conondale ranges in the south, flowing to the Great Sandy Strait and Hervey Bay at River Heads in the 
north. The Mary  has been identified as the southern-most catchment that impacts on the Great Barrier Reef.
In 1996, the MRCCC’s non regulatory and cooperative approach facilitated the development of the Mary 
Catchment Strategy, which outlined a suite of actions to coordinate integrated catchment management and to 
improve catchment health. An implementation plan for the works needed to achieve the actions outlined in 
the Catchment Strategy was published in 2002. The Mary River and Tributaries Rehabilitation Implementation 
Plan was subsequently published in 2002, prioritising river and stream reaches for rehabilitation investment. 
These documents outline a 50 year strategic vision and planning framework for creating a sustainable and 
productive future for the catchment and were developed in active partnership with the Queensland 
Government, local communities and industry. 
The MRCCC produced a draft Mary River Threatened Aquatic Species Recovery Plan in collaboration with 
multiple stakeholders, including the Federal  and State Government Environment Departments and widespread 
community consultation. The implementation of on-ground actions identified in the draft Recovery Plan are 
underway, with support from all levels of government. 
Over the past 30 years, the MRCCC has successfully developed and implemented projects for a range of 
organisations including the Federal Government Departments of Agriculture and Environment, local 
government across the Wide Bay and Sunshine Coast regions, State Government including the Department of 
Main Roads, and regional organisations. 
Implementing best land management practices, 
managing stock access to waterways, installing off-
stream watering points, removing woody and vine 
weeds and revegetating with local native species are 
key on-ground projects for the MRCCC and rural 
landholders we assist.

Integrated Catchment Management

An approach which recognises the catchment or 
river basin as the appropriate unit for research on 
ecosystem processes for the purpose of managing 
natural resources in a context that includes social, 
economic and political considerations. 
Bowden, W. (1999) from Integrated catchment 
management rediscovered: an essential tool for a
new millennium

The MRCCC gratefully acknowledges the support of 

the Sunshine Coast, Gympie, Fraser Coast and Noosa Councils, 

the Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, Environment and Water, 
Seqwater, the Burnett Mary Regional Group, the Department of Environment and Science,

the Department of Transport & Main Roads, HQPlantations, 

and landholders throughout the Mary Catchment. 

DONATIONS TO THE MARY RIVER CATCHMENT 
COORDINATION ASSOCIATION ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Since 1993 - Working towards a sustainable and productive future for the Mary River Catchment
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The MRCCC was launched in 1993 with the primary objective of being a representative body of community, 
industry and government stakeholders with interests in integrated catchment management in the Mary 
River Catchment. Today the committee is comprised of 30 interest sectors or delegates, and has an office 
based in Gympie with project support staff. 

A sustainable and productive catchment whereby in our lifetime the community will be enjoying the natural 
bounty of sustainable agricultural, fishing and recreational activities flowing from a healthy river system. 
Native riparian forests growing on stable streambanks will shade the length of the river and all its creeks, 
where pools, riffles and snags interplay to create diverse habitat for a myriad of lifeforms. 

To promote within the community, through sector interests, a common view of a sustainable and productive 
catchment. The Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee will work to empower those people with 
substantial land management interests in the catchment to voluntarily adopt actions for public good. 

The Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee has determined key roles to guide actions: 

Education and awareness; 

Planning, particularly in assisting local government; 

Assisting interest sectors to improve practices, e.g. best management practices, code of conduct; 

Supporting Landcare; 

Consultation; 

Overview of policy, plans related to the Mary Catchment; 

Working with Government. 

The following critical strategies are being pursued by the MRCCC: 

1. Support the adoption of best land management practices in farming systems;

2. Encourage property management planning to achieve sustainable agricultural production;

3. Improve information delivery to landholders and industry on farm management within our variable
climate;

4. Establish credible information on water quality in the catchment as a basis for decision-making;

5. Make water quality an issue – raise its profile;

6. Identify and reduce diffuse sources of pollution in the catchment;

7. Develop broad scale awareness of riparian areas in the catchment, and seek community participation in
developing solutions to prevent further degradation;

8. Reduce negative impacts of grazing and other activities on riverbanks, with landholder participation;

9. Provide support for those attempting to address riverbank erosion;

10. Understand the extent and condition of habitat for threatened species;

11. Improve the habitat condition for threatened species;

12. Eliminate, reduce or control weed impacts to the catchment;

13. Educate and encourage rural and urban users to be responsible for weed impacts.

History

Vision

Mission Statement

Our Role

Key Strategies
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 Fundraising to enable the establishment of a Resource and Information Centre in Gympie, and a permanent
home for MRCCC staff featuring solar power and rainwater, which the MRCCC now owns.

 Facilitating the investment of ~ $30 million for natural resource management in the Mary River
Catchment plus significant in-kind contributions from rural land managers.

 Thirty years working with thousands of catchment residents promoting and improving best practice sustainable
land and water management.

 Demonstrating how Integrated Catchment Management provides a model for achieving improvements in
agriculture and the environment through the Reef and Biodiversity projects.

 Developing and implementing Queensland’s first whole of catchment river rehabilitation plan in 2002.

 Winning the National Rivercare Award in 2004.

 Developing and implementing Australia’s first river-based multi species recovery plan targeting the threatened
aquatic species of the Mary River Catchment 2012 – 2017.

 Development and coordination of community Waterwatch networks since 2000, currently involving 110
volunteers monitoring 119 sites throughout the Mary Catchment.

 Seqwater strategic development and implementation of sustainable catchment management initiatives to
improve drinking water quality in specific reaches of the Mary River 2021-2026.

 Great Barrier Reef Foundation Reef Water Quality – Streambank, Wetland and Land Condition Recovery 
Project in the Mary River Catchment 2021-2025 - Working with landholders targeting  riverbank rehabilitation 
that achieve Reef Trust outcomes by reducing nutrient and sediment flowing to the Great Barrier Reef.

 Department of Environment, Science and Innovation - Biodiversity Conservation Flood Recovery program
targeting surveys, monitoring and restoration of threatened aquatic species habitat 2023-2025

 Queensland Department of Resources - Natural Resources Recovery Program 2022-2024 working with grazing
land managers to increase adoption of best management practices that improve grazing land condition and
production outcomes.

 Bruce Highway Cooroy to Curra Section D Cat’s Claw Creeper control in collaboration with the Department of
Transport and Main Roads 2021-2026.

 Great Barrier Reef Sediment and Pesticide monitoring in the lower Mary and Gympie region in conjunction with
the Qld Department of Environment and Science.

 Community Waterwatch Program in partnership with 110 volunteers monitoring 105 sites across the
catchment, supported by the Gympie, Noosa and Sunshine Coast Councils and HQPlantations.

 Find a Frog in February catchment wide citizen science project to encourage the wider community to submit
records of frogs to the MRCCC from their local area.

 Development of the Mary River Threatened Aquatic Species Recovery Plan in conjunction with the Australian
Government Department of Environment and Energy.

 Educational activities including publishing the Codline newsletter, Mary River Month, educational programs
with school students, plus workshops, field days and other festivals and shows.

The MRCCC also auspices Valley Bees, the Mary River cod captive breeding program and the Gympie Region 
STEM hub. The MRCCC Resource Centre in Gympie provides an information service for rural and urban 
landholders, and also offers a free basic water testing service for dam creek and bore water. 

Major Achievements

Current Projects
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The MRCCC currently employs 5 full time and 7 part time staff. Throughout a long history of working with the
national and international scientific community, the MRCCC has amassed considerable technical and scientific 
knowledge about the Mary Catchment and sustainable management of its natural resources. 

MRCCC staff members are suitably qualified and have extensive experience in the field of integrated catchment 
management. Collectively, the team has over 50 years’ experience in the fields of sustainable land 
management, agricultural systems, riparian zone systems, water quality monitoring and data analysis, aquatic 
health assessment, sub-catchment planning and threatened aquatic species monitoring. 

Brad Wedlock – B.App.Sc. (Natural Systems & Wildlife Management) 
Specialist in project design, implementation and management, grazing landscapes, sustainable grazing systems, 
fluvial geomorphology, riparian condition assessment and flora identification, water quality monitoring and data 
analysis. 

Eva Ford – B.Sc. (Australian Environmental Studies) 
Specialist in project design, implementation and management, threatened stream frog surveys and identification 
and other threatened aquatic fauna. Also experienced with water quality monitoring and data analysis, aquatic 
macroinvertebrate assessment, freshwater fish assemblage and monitoring programs, educational activities, 
environmental assessments. 

Steve Burgess – B.Sc (Australian Environmental Studies) & Post Grad Maths & Science 
Specialist in water quality monitoring and data analysis, hydrology, statistics and agricultural and water 
modelling.  Highly experienced educator. 

Alana Ebert – B. Laws (Hons), B. Behavioral Science, (currently completing B. Sc. - Agricultural Science and 
Environment & Sustainability) 
Experienced in report writing, legislative interpretation and analysis, policy analysis, community and stakeholder 
engagement, water quality monitoring, dairy effluent management, riparian rehabilitation. 

Rebecca Watson – B.Sc. Hons Natural Sciences 
Significant experience with project design, implementation and management, biocondition monitoring and 
evaluation, water quality monitoring and analysis, project auditing and environmental assessment, cultural 
heritage reporting. 

Sarah Grimish – B.Env.Hlth.Sc (Environmental Health Science), M.Sc Environment and Sustainability 
Experienced with report writing, frog monitoring, BioCondition monitoring and Index of Stream Condition 
assessment frog monitoring, gully monitoring and data entry. 
Tom Brook – B. Sci (Hons) (Marine Science) 

Experienced in riparian condition assessment, flora identification, project design, implementation and 
management, biocondition monitoring and evaluation, water quality monitoring and analysis, project auditing 
and environmental assessment, aquatic and terrestrial fauna surveying, GIS mapping. 

Staff expertise and experience 
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 The Great Barrier Reef Foundation
 The Australian Government Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
 The Queensland Department of Transport and Main Roads
 The Queensland Department of Environment, Science and Innovation
 Seqwater
 Sunshine Coast Council
 Gympie Regional Council
 Noosa Council
 Fraser Coast Regional Council
 The Burnett Mary Regional Group for Natural Resource Management
 HQPlantations
 The Noosa, Barung, Gympie and Tiaro Landcare Groups
 Hinterland Bush Links

Name: 
Contact details 
Postal address:   PO Box 1027, Gympie, 4570 
Physical address:  25 Stewart Terrace, Gympie  Phone 07 5482 4766 
Email:    admin@mrccc.org.au 
Web site:   www.mrccc.org.au 
Facebook:   Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee 
Date of Incorporation:  17th March 1995 
Industrial relations:  Compliant with National Employment Standards and entitlements.
OH&S:   The MRCCA is Occupational Health & Safety aware, trained and compliant 
Auditor:    Levert Audit Services, Simon Green CA 
ABN:    23 009 920 786

Mary River Catchment Coordination Association Inc 

The MRCCA is a registered charity and a tax deductible gift recipient. 

Current clients 

MRCCC – Organisation particulars 

The Mary Catchment’s “Famous Five” 
Clockwise from top left: the endangered Mary River Turtle, the endangered Mary River Cod, the Freshwater mullet, 

the endangered Giant Barred Frog, and the vulnerable Queensland lungfish. 

mailto:admin@mrccc.org.au
http://www.mrccc.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/MaryRiverCCC/
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Interest Sector Title

Arts and Culture Joolie Gibbs Delegate 
Beef David Higgins Delegate 
Biocontrol Program Ross Smith Deputy Chair
Coastcare Lindy Orwin Delegate 
Grazing Lands Graeme Elphinstone Delegate 
Dairying Elke Watson Delegate 

Delegate 
Education Ben Ryan Delegate 
Environment lower David Arthur Delegate 
Environment upper Narelle McCarthy Delegate 
Fishing Charlie Ladd Delegate 
Forestry Ernie Rider Delegate 
General Community Lower John Williams Delegate 
General Community Middle Ray Zerner Delegate 
General Community Upper John King Delegate 
General Community Western Peter Hughes Delegate 
Gympie Field Naturalists Berry Doak Secretary
Horticulture - Small Crops Vacant Delegate 
Irrigation Vacant Delegate 
Landcare, Lower Mary Carol Neilsen Delegate 
Landcare, Upper Mary Phil Moran Delegate 
Land for Wildlife Nonie Metzler Delegate
Fraser Coast Council Amber Kelly Fraser Coast Council 
Gympie Regional Council Cr Jess Milne Gympie Regional Council
Sunshine Coast Council Kris Boody Sunshine Coast Council 
Noosa Shire Council Cr Tom Wegener Noosa Shire Council 
Seqwater Tim Odgers Delegate 
Project Participant TBA Delegate 
Project Participant Bob Hood Delegate 
Small Farms Steve Burgess Delegate 
Special Member Nai Nai Bird Delegate 
Special Member Glenda Pickersgill Delegate 
Special Member Ian Mackay Chair 
Life Member Margaret Thompson Treasurer 
Life Member Jim Buchanan Delegate 
Horticulture - Tree Crops Brice Kaddatz Delegate 
Sugar TBA to be confirmed 
Waterwatch Craig & Leslie Hanson Delegate 
Waterwatch Garth Jacobson Delegate 

MRCCC Delegates 2023-2024

DESI Maria Zann
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Large scale riverbank rehabilitation, Mary River, Kenilworth




