
If scrub or any other obstruction is encountered, then box cattle up and march 

them through. Let them fan out again once through. 

Cattle may start to get thirsty and want to march. If the majority want a drink, 

box them up again and take them to water. 

11.00 am-2.00 pm 

Hold cattle around water for a 'dinner camp'. This gives you and them a 

chance for a rest and time for all the cattle to drink properly. 

2.00 pm-6.30 pm 

Cattle will want to feed again, so head them towards the next water. Again let 

them fan out and feed. If you can cover another 4-5 kilometres then that will 

be fewer kilometres you will have to do the next day. Camping away from 

water will also mean less chance of cattle rushing due to other animals 

coming in to drink at night. 

6.30 pm—sundown 

You should now have the cattle feeding around the camp where you are going 

to spend the night. This allows cattle to become familiar with the ground for 

the night. By now the cook should have the electric brakes up and the camp 

unpacked. Remembering that the cattle have to be in the brake by the time the 

sun drops, the feeding cattle should be slowly directed into the brake. 

Sundown 

Always have a separate brake for the horses, preferably on the best feed and 

well away from the cattle. Horses will feed and fight all night. Catch one or 

two night horses, fuel the bike and have all ready to go at a moment's notice 

in case of a rush. If the cattle are toey then you may have to put night riders 

on for the night. 

This is a very simplified version of the average day, but the main points to be 

noted are: 

• Where possible let the cattle graze while walking in the direction you wish to go. 

• Be CONSISTENT about getting cattle to water around the middle of the day. 

They will come to trust that water will be available at this time each day and 

when feed is available they will be happy to graze. A pattern needs to be 

developed concerning when to feed and when to water. The drover then 

needs to be strict and reliable with this pattern. 

• Camp away from water. Roos, dogs or birds coming in to drink at night can 

spell certain disaster in the form of cattle rush. Windmills turning in the middle 

of the night don't help either. Picking your camp away from things that go 

"bump" in the night can be the most important decision you make all day. 
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Following are some brief facets of droving 

today. 

The Droving Plant 

The droving plant is everything that moves 

down the stock route. It consists of the boss 

drover, stockmen, cook, truck or caravan, 

motorbike, horses, cattle and dogs. It also 

includes your horse bells, electric fence, camp 

oven, generator, swags, etc. The cost of a 

plant is personal, depending on whether you 

want to drive a gooseneck or an old 4 tonne 

truck. Comfort and expense are the main 

players in deciding what to take with you. 

And finally, do not leave the permit behind. 

Cattle 

Mixed mobs are common, but having a 

straight line helps in the management and 

decision making of day to day life. 

Bullocks 

Without a doubt a quiet mob of bullocks are 

the joy of a drover. They will walk long 

distances to water when necessary and are 

easy to control. 

Bulls 

Bulls are slower going and fighting can be a 

problem; however, once you have them under 

control things become easier. Usually you 

wouldn't have many bulls and it's probably 

better to truck them anyway. 

Cows and calves 

If calves are young it is very slow going. Cows 

calving on the road can be a problem. Unless 

there is no way out of it, TRUCK 'EM! 

Size of the mob 

Water facilities, number of drovers, available feed and economics all need to 

be taken into account when determining the size of your mob. The larger the 

mob, the more cost effective it becomes; however, the difficulty in handling 

also becomes greater. On average 1,000 to 1,500 steers would be a 

comfortable limit for an experienced drover. 

Selecting and Preparing Cattle 

Selection 

Drafting cattle before leaving can save a lot of time and heartache later. Select 

only cattle that are strong and fit, pulling out any that are blind, lame, wild or 

very weak etc. 

Preparation 

Having the same brand on all the cattle helps with identification later if you 

lose some. A small button tag of one colour in an ear can help greatly. If 

injections, cutting or dehorning needs to be done then do it before you go. 

Horses 

The Australian Stock Horses and Ponies are the toughest for day to day 

droving, but not many drovers wish to be seen on ponies, so the A.S.H. wins. 
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Depending on how tough the work is you may have to change your horse 

2-3 times a day. Most drovers have only 5 or 6 horses each, but the horses 

are fed a grain ration at the end of the day to maintain their fitness. Caring 

for your horse cannot be over emphasised, with particular attention to 

washing and caring for their backs. 

Dogs 

A well-trained dog, capable of being sent anywhere around the mob, is worth 

its weight in gold. This type of dog can save your horse, temper and sanity. 

Old Bluey or Red who bring up the tail can be handy in certain situations as 

well. There are many books by notable dog trainers which are well worth 

studying. For dinner, scraps and a few dog biscuits make a dog a relatively 

inexpensive member of the plant. You cannot go wrong having a few good 

dogs with you. 

Droving Techniques 

Safety 

Most stock routes are now shared with cars and safety has become a feature 

of droving. Common sense always prevails but keep stock off the roads and 

train dogs to be 'road wise'. Some shires have 'Stock on road' signs that you 

can buy or hire, or you can make your own — but they must conform to Main 

Roads specifications. 

A well-trained dog, 

capable of being sent 

anywhere around 

the mob, is worth its 

weight in gold 

Breaking in the mob 

The first week is extremely important in establishing the pattern for the 

months to come. Every mob is different. Some are difficult while other mobs 

may slip easily into your pattern. A few extra ringers are handy and some 

boss drovers use this time to watch the ringers at work and do a bit of culling 

of their own! Drovers use their voices as well as whips and dogs to educate 

cattle. After a while a beast may be turned back into the mob just by the 

drover's voice. 

If you are consistent and strict in the first few weeks with your times to graze, 

water and space for the mob to spread etc., a pattern will be developed that 

the cattle will understand and follow. 

Keep thinking, Pattern, Pattern, Pattern. 

Placement of brakes 

Placement of brakes is purely common sense. Try and place the brake 

somewhere where the cattle will feel comfortable for the night and where, in 

the event of a rush, it will be easy to turn the lead. Under a couple of big old 
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trees with no dead branches, on flat ground is 

ideal; however, the ideal places are few and far 

between. Things to watch for are: 

• dead branches on trees which may fall 

during the night, 

• objects which will move/ make a noise with 

the wind, 

• keep away from towns — drunks and dogs, 

• railway lines/ highways, 

• places where roo shooters/ pig chasers go, 

• dense scrub, 

• fences— it's better to keep off fences as, if 

the cattle flatten it, it may take you all day to 

fix it; stock from the other paddock may also 

come nosing around at night, 

• animal tracks — you may get roos/emus 

running through the mob at night, 

• water — a lot of wild animals drink at night, 

• objects on the ground such as dry logs, tins etc. 

The rules also apply to the horse brake and, as 

previously mentioned, you need to keep the 

horse brake as far away as possible or at least 

on the opposite side of the camp. 

Counting out 

Counting the cattle out of the brake each day or so allows the drover to keep 

an accurate tally on the mob. If the number comes up short in the morning, 

the drover knows that the number missing must be around the last days area. 

The two main ways of counting are: 

• stringing the cattle out along a fence line and counting them between two 

men while a third keeps the cattle flowing between them, 

• straight out of the electric brake by only opening the gate a very little way 

and letting them feed out single file. 

Watering the mob 

Many a tale has been told of thirsty cattle/sheep rushing into water and 

drowning each other. Thirsty animals can smell water from long distances and 

will start rushing towards the water. 

• Troughs: most of the stock route troughs are of reasonable length with at 

least 4 inch outlets for the water with stop gates. 

• Dams and turkey nests: wide dams where all the cattle can drink at once are 

ideal. 

If problems occur with the amount of water available at a trough or dam then 

you have no option other than to feed the stock into the watering point in 

small mobs. Certainly this is easier said than done when 1,500 perished 
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bullocks are galloping up the road to a dam in the middle of a 50 kilometre 

dry stretch which is probably only big enough to water 10 milking cows. But 

try you must! 

Always check your waters and route a minimum of 2-3 days ahead. This 

allows you to make a plan of attack in your watering and camping schedule. 

Animal health 

Dead, sick or injured animals are a nuisance. With injured animals it is best to 

talk to the local cocky and arrange with him for agistment, or arrange to send 

them to market with some of his. For sick or dead animals tell the local cocky 

there's dog meat if he wants it. It is often impractical to deal with dead 

animals by burning them; make sure they are pulled off the road and buried. 

Again the local cockies might be able to help so keep on good terms with 

them because you never know when you might need their help. 

Talk to the district stockie (DPI Stock Inspector) about local health problems and 

the poisonous plants that might be on the route. Different poisonous plants will 

be encountered depending on where you are going and the time of the year. 

The Stock Route Supervisor will know where the problem areas are. 

Climate and Weather 

Not surprisingly the weather plays a key role in the day-to-day operations. 

Cattle love to walk into the wind. They are smelling for water and if the wind 

is blowing in the wrong direction they can be hard to push. 

The heat of the day, as well as the dryness of the grass, will dictate how early 

the cattle want to water. 

When the air becomes charged with electric storms floating around at night 

the cattle become restless and need to be watched closely. 

A full moon can also deceive cattle into thinking that they should be out of 

the brake feeding. 

Electric Brakes 

The electric brake is simply made up: electric tape, fibre glass posts, a battery 

and an energiser. 

Round brakes may be better with stirry cattle, but most drovers opt for square 

brakes because of the ease of putting them up. 

The brake should be just big enough to let all the cattle lie down. Two electric  

tapes are better than one because it gives them 

something to look at. 

Always wet the electrical earth. Forgetting to 

do this has accounted for many mobs sneaking 

away in the middle of the night. 

The fibre glass posts should be no more than 

10-15 paces apart. Fibre glass star pickets are 

now available and are ideal for corner posts. 

The best advice ever given to me about 

surviving a cattle rush was to stop it before it 

happens. Nevertheless, it will happen. 

Most rushes can be prevented by taking care in 

the placement of your brakes. Other rushes, 

however, can neither be foreseen nor avoided. 

Be prepared 

Any night is a good night for a rush, so have a 

good night horse saddled and tied up ready to 

go. The motor bike needs to be full of fuel and 

parked next to the rider's swag. A bike will get 

to the lead quicker than a horse and the 

headlights blind the cattle and help to ring them. 

It is a good idea to have jobs allocated with 

regards to who is to ride the bike, the horse and 

who gets to put the electric brake back up. 

When they go... 

Getting to the lead as quickly as possible is the 

major concern. Once you are there then holler 

like hell until the lead swings or rings back into 

the main mob. Hold them as long as you need 

to until they settle down and then try to get 

them back into the brake. Night watching for a 

couple of hours until they go back to sleep also 

pays off. 

Cattle will get up and stretch their legs a little 

after midnight for an hour, give or take, so 

don't be too worried when this happens. 
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Stock Route Supervisors 
It has been my experience that most of the 

Stock Route Supervisors are pretty good fellas. 

They realise that you aren't droving because 

you need a holiday. You need to inform them 

before you reach their shire that you will be 

coming and usually they will then come out and 

take you for a drive and show you the waters 

and camping sites. Most have a list of the 

watering points and distances between them. 

Treat them straight up and down and you won't 

have a problem. 

In this somewhat abridged version of the 

occupation, I have tried to give you a brief 

outline of modern day droving as I see it. Due to 

limited time and space, I am sure there is much I 

have omitted. There are a thousand little tricks 

of the trade that can only be acquired through 

actually doing it. If you do decide to go droving, 

then remember that you're in charge, stick to a 

pattern and, most of all, enjoy it! 

Hamner 

self raising flour, salt water 

Mix all the ingredients into a stiff dough 

and mould into flat cakes. Dust with dry 

flour and cook in hot ashes, a canip oven 

or a brick oven. Test with a piece of wood 

(if it conies out clean the damper is done). 

If you don't have self raising flour, sift 

1/2 teaspoon of carbonate of soda and 

1 teaspoon of cream of tartar with 

every pound of flour. 

Practical Advice on Sheep Droving 

Sheep drovers are hard to find these days. Most droving is being done by the 

landholder's family or property workers. Sheep droving is now mostly carried 

out in response to drought conditions and not as a general means of moving 

stock. The following advice comes from two retired drovers now in the 

Pioneer Home in Longreach: between them, Arthur Walton and Joe McLachlan 

worked the central and western Queensland stock routes for 50 years from the 

1920s through to the late 1970s. 

'Not much droving these days. Too many transports bugger it all up. Now it's all 

fenced in and motor cars over them.' Arthur Walton 

Planning Before Heading Off 

Droving seasons 

'...any fool can drove in a good season but better men than me in a drought.' 

Joe MacLachlan 

Droving is best in winter. In summer it is too hot and stock are always looking 

for shade. During drought times you might need to arrange trucks to bring out 

feed. In drought I used to cut down mulga for them to eat. 

Arthur Walton, drover, Longreach 
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Route 

Drovers must know their route. Usually you run the route with the Stock 

Route Supervisor so that you learn the route and get to know the supervisor. 

A good drover knows where the grass is and where the drought is. 

Droving Plant 

Plant 

Truck, crate, horses, dogs, tucker, plenty of water, petrol, brake. A standard 

practice is to take on a small flock of sheep for rations. Usually about one 

sheep per week but you can often buy these on the road from properties as 

you pass through. Rabbits are good clean tucker. Need to be able to carry 

plenty of good drinking water. 

Make sure you have enough wire for the brake (netting or ringlock) and posts 

(star pickets). You need to know how much you need (rolls/number of sheep) 

and a gateway. 

Of dogs and men 

One of the main things is to have good dogs and good men. You need to be 

able to trust your men — to be able to go away from camp and know things'll 

get done. Good men know where the good feed is, they're good and steady 

Joe MacLachlan, drover, Longreach  

with the animals and they keep the camp clean. 

Watch out for the towns though, because you 

don't want to lose men through drinking. 

Each man will probably bring his own dogs but 

make sure they are all tied up at night. Each 

man will have a different style with his dogs 

but well-trained ones can respond to the voice 

and hand gestures. 

Some drovers use dogs as peg dogs around the 

brake at night; these dogs are not trained for 

anything as they are only used as guards, not 

for working the sheep. Peg dogs need to be 

tied up in the camp during the day so they do 

not get lost chasing after animals or run amok 

in the mob. 

Always take a cook. 

Droving Technique 

'You're not the boss if you've got sheep or cattle on 

the road.' Joe MacLachlan 

Cattle or sheep drove, water and feed all the 

same way. You need a lead man to go up 

front to move any bush sheep or cattle out of 

the way so they don't get mixed in the mob. 

After a week or 10 days on the road sheep 

quieten down, same as with cattle. 

With cattle, you need to keep the tail up with 

the mob as they like to lie down by about ten 

o'clock in the morning. About one o'clock 

they'll start again. You must keep cattle 

stomachs full. 

Sheep are different; they'll walk and lie down 

when their bellies are full. Once sheep get in a 

string they'll try to get away so you need to 

keep them well off the road; however, they 

don't spook much. 
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Weeds and poisonous plants 

Poisoning usually happens with hungry 

animals so keep your stock happy. Watch 

especially after drought and in the early break 

from drought; that's when poisoning happens. 

You have to watch the good seasons also as 

that's when the weeds grow. Stock need to be 

introduced to new country slowly because 

they don't know a lot of the plants and will eat 

them all. If cattle or sheep come off trucks 

hungry they'll eat anything in sight. 

Advice: get a load of hay and feed them first 

before letting them out. They are not as 

susceptible on a full stomach as they don't 

look for feed. Remember, with dead stock you 

can do nothing. 

When you run the route with the Stock Route 

Supervisor, ask him about weeds and 

poisonous plants on that section and if 

possible avoid that area. 

Flock structure 

'Lambing on the road is a bugger.' It's bad 

management if you have to drove lambing 

mobs. It's the responsibility of the owner and 

the agent, and it is best to tell them to truck the 

mob. A mixed mob with lambing ewes is also a 

real problem. Lambing makes for slow going as 

lambs cannot keep up and the ewes become a 

nuisance. You need to pick up the young lambs 

and carry them. After a week they're strong 

enough. Sometimes it even pays to knock the 

lambs on the head if there's too many. 

Wethers are good to drove, they'll walk forever. 
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Flock size 

The best flock size is about 3,000 head. Three thousand sheep is a good size, 

and you can spread them out and feed them well. Four thousand sheep is an 

odd size as you need an extra man (4 men) in which case taking 5,000 is 

probably better. 

Watering 

If there's too many sheep in the flock, when they come to water and cannot 

get a drink they'll jump in on top of one another and drown. At creeks 

always break them into little mobs and hold them. Sheep get bogged quickly. 

If there is water on the route they can drink as they like. If there's plenty of 

green grass you don't need to worry about water too much. 

Brake 

The cook has the job to take down the brake, choose the camp, put up the 

brake and cook the evening meal. With cattle you have to watch all night, even 

when you use an electric brake. For sheep it used to be a rope and hessian 

brake but now you only need to loop the top wire of the netting onto the picket 

and it's much easier. Make sure you angle the picket posts out at the top to take 

the strain of the wire. You shouldn't put the brake up on the property boundary 

fence because if they rush in the night, they might bring the fence down and 

you'll spend hours the next morning repairing the fence. 

Night camp 

Sometimes the boss drover picks the night camp, especially if the cook is new 

or not too good. Keep it away from obstacles and water. Don't camp in the 

same place as someone else for risk of picking up diseases/parasites. 

Sheep don't spook much or rush like cattle. If cattle rush at say three o'clock 

in the morning, look out the next night because at the same time they'll do 

it again. 

Animal health 

Check the flock before you start off. Most diseases are a management problem 

and just like lambing flocks the owner or the agent should be told of any 

problems. Never pick up a lousy flock; don't travel with them, just leave them 

and have them sprayed. The DPI Stock Inspector will need to be contacted. 

If they've got pink eye, get them treated and only do the distance the sheep 

can do; perhaps only 2 mile a day. Don't stress them more or the disease will 

spread and get worse. 

G 7 

Most diseases are a 

management problem 

and just like lambing 

flocks the owner or 

the agent should be 

told of any problems 

Routine 

• Make sure you count your sheep every 

morning. There's lots of ways to count out, 

but in twos and threes is common. 

• Let them out at daylight; feed them out, don't 

let them spread out, watch the lead and the 

tail so they don't get away up front or you'll 

lose them behind. 

• Take a cut lunch or maybe the cook will have 

the dinner camp set. 

• While having dinner, the sheep have a rest 

too. After the sheep have had a drink they'll 

go and lie down. 

• Get to the night camp just on dark so that the 

sheep want to sleep too. Select the camp up 

high in case of rain, not in the creek, and not 

on the side of the fenced paddock. 

• Hobble horses; use bells so they can be found 

easily. 
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by Herb Whart011 

One day on droving trip 

government bore not pumping. 

No water for the stock, 

not a blade of grass for miles. 

Last night a cattle rush, 

horses tired and hungry. 

A cranky droving cook, 

and in the west a dust storm brewing. 

That night in dusty swag, 

a dream I had of droving in the sky. 

Taking delivery of a ghost herd 

we headed out for Magellan Cloud 

and Milky Way. 

Following comet trails 

we drove that herd across the sky. 

Blue grass of heaven always three feet high, 

water holes crystal clear and cool, 

replenished every day from stardust storms 

that fell upon the grass like sum-kissed dew. 

As one blade of grass was eaten, 

another began to grow. 

Well, in this dream a funny thing, 

the cook he never swore or whinged, 

woke you with 'Good morning Sir. 

Will you take your breakfast in your swag?' 

Ever/ drover had a helper, 

slim, blonde and angelic, 

they saddled horse and rolled up swags, 

and every night around the herd 

the helpers rode. 

But not a swear word passed their lips. 

They only sang the latest cowboy songs, 

or hymns. 

Plant horses always fat and groomed, 

Horse-tailer used a laser beam 

to mend a busted bridle, 



And every night from comfort 

of our swags we watched TV, 

beamed from Neptune, Saturn, 

Earth and Mars. 

We rested for a week on Venus, 

and believe me mate, 

only sheilas live up there, 

and pub doors never close. 

Onwards still we drove that herd, 

following comet trails 

by Saturn and Uranus, 

the droving mob went past. 

Then one night by Neptune's bluish glow, 

I told the boss 

It's August back on Earth. 

Mardi gras and rodeo in the Isa. 

Wouldn't miss it for the universe. 

I'll have to pull the pin, 

catch a spaceship back to Earth. 

Then a roar like a spaceship landing, 

a tremor shook the ground. 

I felt a blast from rocket booster 

• My body shook. 

I awoke back on Earth. 

It was the boss drover, 

shaking shoulder roughly, 

yelling loudly in my ear 

"Get up you lazy bastard. 

Your turn to watch the cattle.' 

Herb Wharton is an author and poet from Cunnamulla. He is an 

experienced stockman and has spent many years droving throughout 

western Queensland. 
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or shoe a horse. 

So we drove that herd in space 

just a six mile stage a day. 

A spaceship service every day 

delivered bread and mail. 

Sometimes a UFO went earthwards, 

greyish men, no hair, and pointed ears. 

They waved as UFO went past. 



2.3 Multiple Uses of Stock Routes 

In 1992, participants in a strategic planning workshop for the stock routes 

indicated a desire to retain and sustainably manage the State's stock route 

network for the primary use of travelling stock, for conservation and for other 

community and industry needs. 

In a quick assessment of the number and nature of groups using stock routes, 

the 1997 workshop for Stock Route Supervisors in Barcaldine identified at least 

30 uses and interest groups: 

road building material fossicking pony club 

mineral exploration endurance riding hay cutting 

Murray-Darling 

Basin Commission 

scouts communication 

infrastructures 

firewood collecting utility infrastructure historical sites 

motorists/traffic grazing permits biodiversity 

tourists droving Aboriginal sites 

school groups quarrying wild game harvesting 

agistment camping motor cycle club 

Landcare groups Lake Eyre Basin 

Catchment Committee 

hikers 

roadside vendors birdwatchers timber cutters 

The list of uses and users is not complete and varies with location and 

attributes of the stock route network. The list confirms that the stock route 

network is now valued other than for its original purpose as defined under the 

Rural Lands Protection Act. Consequently, stock routes must be viewed as a 

multiple-use system, with droving as one of the many layers of use. This has 

important implications for management as the right to undertake many of the 

other activities is not regulated under the Rural Lands Protection Act. 

Stock route definition 

Fundamentally all stock routes are roads and the public have a common law 

right to use roads for the transport of people from one place to another, unless 

prohibited by another law or regulation. 

Access and the right to travel the stock route 

This does not give people the right to trespass on private land, and where a 

stock route is fenced in or included with private land and does not contain a 
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public road it might be construed to be trespass. Section 7 of the Rural Lands 

Protection Act states that any road or reserve for travelling stock that 

intersects private land or is fenced in with private land shall be deemed to be 

included in and form part of such private land. It states that this does not 

apply to a road or reserve for travelling stock dedicated, declared or notified 

and open to public use and fenced on both sides. 

Agistment and Depasturage 

Other than travelling stock there are instances of stock being depastured or 

agisted on the stock route network. Without a permit it is unlawful 

occupation or trespass if a person depastures stock or causes stock to be 

depastured on the stock route network. 

Regulation 25 of the Rural Lands Protection Act allows the council to issue a 

permit for small numbers of animals to be depastured on the stock route 

network provided the stock route or reserve is not fenced in with private land. 

These permits are limited to small numbers of stock, either working animals 

or for the provision of meat or milk, and are restricted to use in emergency 

situations such as drought. 

Grazing Permits and Permits to occupy 

Under provisions of the Land Act, s.177, it is possible to get authorisation from 

the Land Administration office of the Department of Natural Resources for the 

occupation of unallocated State land, a reserve or a road (stock route). For short- 

term periods of less than 3 months, a Grazing Permit may be issued, but for 

longer periods, a Permit to Occupy is required. The purpose of the permit and 

the conditions or terms under which it is issued are determined by the Chief 

Executive of the Department of Natural Resources. This permit cannot be sublet, 

transferred or mortgaged. Before a permit is issued, there must be written 

agreement between the owner of any adjoining fencing and the applicant, 

concerning maintenance of the fence (s.179). 

Overgrazing 

Grazing has potential to cause irreversible environmental damage. Under the 

Land Act, s.214, the holder of any permit is obliged to exercise a duty of care 

for the land and cannot use it beyond its capacity for sustainable production. 

Penalties for overgrazing include forfeiture of the permit and fines. Similarly, 

under the Rural Lands Protection Act, s.62, it is an offence to deliberately 

overgraze stock routes that are fenced in with private lands. Monitoring 

pasture production and utilisation are effective tools for managing stock rates 

in the long term but more intensive monitoring practices are required for 

short-term grazing. 
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Off-road Vehicles, Ecotourism, Horse Riding and 
Trails 

There is an ever increasing interest by individuals and clubs in participating in 

an outback experience and adventure through access to remote, historical and 

challenging wilderness areas. The rise in ecotourism and the interest in 

re-enactments of pioneer journeys along historical routes has added a new 

perspective to community value and use of stock routes. 

Bicentennial National Trail 

The popularity of horse riding as a recreational pastime has increased 

remarkably in recent years with events such as endurance rides and long-

distance trail riding gaining a greater following. The presence of the 

Bicentennial National Trail, from Cooktown in Queensland to Healesville in 

Victoria, provides a mapped and documented trail for not only horse riders but 

camel riders and hikers. In many cases these trails follow stock routes, old 

coach and dray roads and routes linking mining fields. 

Information about the Bicentennial National Trail is available from the 

Queensland headquarters (PO Box 2235, Toowoomba Q 4350). It is important 

that organisations using these trails register their presence with the councils 

along the trail. 

Camping 

The presence of a stock route does not imply any right to the travelling public to 

camp on that route, even though drovers holding stock route permits may do so. 

The travelling public may camp on a Camping and Water Reserve but this is 

limited in many cases by council by-laws. Also, the definition implies that the 

camper must be a bona fide traveller and must therefore be moving from point 

A to point B and not have the particular reserve as a destination or intend to 

camp there for any length of time. 

If intending to camp at any site along a stock route, or any associated reserve, 

first check with the local council in that area to determine if it is acceptable. 

Apiculture 

Use of stock routes by beekeepers 

Native vegetation on roads and stock routes in Queensland provides a useful 

floral resource for the apiary industry. Many instances occur where roads and 

stock routes provide access for apiarists to native vegetation that is important 

to the beekeeping industry. 
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Unregulated placing of hives on roads and stock routes has occurred over 

many years in Queensland. There is no provision for apiarists to use the stock 

routes for siting of hives under the existing stock route legislation. 

Instead, apiarists using Queensland State Forests are regulated by a system of 

Apiary Site Permits provided by the Department of Natural Resources. Apiary 

Site Permits are available for 6 months or more; however, the migratory 

nature of the industry dictates that bees may only be on the site for a short 

time of the permit period. 

Site guidelines 

A number of aspects need to be considered when establishing an apiary site. 

These include proximity to water, shelter from strong winds, sunny northerly 

aspect in winter, shade in summer, dry position etc. Site selections are best 

made by council staff in conjunction with the beekeeper. 

Aspects of public and stock route convenience need to be addressed and form 

part of the conditions on siting apiaries. These include: 

• The placement or servicing of any apiary sites are not to interfere or impede 

the use of the stock routes for travelling stock in any way. 

• There must be a minimum distance from roads or tracks of 20 metres, from 

stock gates of 150 metres, from vehicular gates of 50 metres, from existing 

camping areas or facilities of 150 metres, from water facilities of 250 metres. 

• Rubbish must be removed from sites. 
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The minimum distance between apiary sites 

on State Forests is 0.8 km which relates to a 

minimum used in the current Apiaries Act 1982 

(Qld), but in some cases this can lead to 

overstocking. 

The Queensland Beekeepers' Association has 

suggested a minimum distance for road and 

stock route sites of 1.6 km. 

Coordination of sites 

Coordination between the Department of 

Natural Resources and councils must occur to 

ensure sites are not issued within the 

minimum distance of an existing Apiary Site 

Permit. It is also necessary to determine if 

there are any apiary sites on land adjacent to 

a stock route, to ensure stock route sites do 

not encroach on established sites. The 

granting of any permits for apiary sites on 

stock routes should also take into account all 

reserves included as part of the stock 

route network. 

Unfenced roads and stock routes 

Some stock routes are unfenced and managed as part of the adjoining 

property. In this case permission of the managing landholder or occupier is 

required before any consideration will be given to granting an apiary permit 

on that section of stock route. 

Site signs 

Provision of clear apiary-site signs is required. 

Harvesting of Hay 

Fodder on stock routes must be preserved for travelling stock. Hay making is 

generally not permitted on any stock routes but may be permitted on those 

stock routes which are not heavily trafficked in the proposed year. 

Hay is considered to be a forest product and comes under the Forestry Act 1959 

(Qld) when it is not covered by the regulations of the Rural Lands Protection Act. 

Anyone interested in making hay on a stock route or associated reserve 

should first contact the council. They will be able to inform you if and where 

you may be able to cut hay. 

The cutting of small quantities of hay by hand to feed domestic pets and 

animals would generally be approved on any stock route which does not carry 

a heavy traffic in travelling stock. 

Fees 

Any commercial cutting of hay must pay a per bale fee. Fees are calculated on 

an equivalent to the agistment which would be charged on the same area for 

the growing period of the grass. That is, if the grass will regrow in 4 weeks 

time the agistment would be for four weeks. 

Conservation issues 

Hay cannot be made on the stock route if the site in question is subject to a 

conservation plan. Remnant grassland vegetation is now particularly 

threatened throughout Australia and cutting of hay can destroy the surviving 

native vegetation either directly or indirectly by: 

• physical removal of the plant species, 

• harvesting of the reproductive components before seed dispersal, 

• reducing the vigour of the plant and its ability to grow and reproduce. 

64 



(:) f,a) rl • routes 
- - 

CHAPTER THREE 

65 



P
h

o
to

  c
o

u
rt

es
y

  o
f 

D
ep

ar
tm

en
t 

o
f
 E

nv
ir

o
n

m
en

t,
  B

ri
s b

a
n

e
  

3.1 Cultural Heritage Conservation 

Introduction 

Queensland operates under two pieces of heritage legislation: the Queensland 

Heritage Act 1992 which provides for the preservation of Queensland's cultural 

heritage and the Cultural Record (Landscapes Queensland and Queensland Estate) 

Act 1987 which provides protection for Aboriginal cultural heritage. 

Under these pieces of legislation the cultural heritage significance of a place or 

object includes it's aesthetic, architectural, historical, scientific, social or technological 

significance to the present generation, or past or future generations. It is a record of 

our past and present development as a community and as individuals. 

Many people think heritage is just about buildings, but heritage places can include 

landscapes, survey points, machinery, wharves and sites of historical importance. 

Age is often considered to be the main factor determining cultural heritage sites 

but it is only one of the criteria used to assess significance. The Sydney Opera 

House, for example, is a significant heritage site yet it is very young. 

Together, the elements of cultural heritage give us an identity, with a sense of 

place and belonging. 

It is quite common for places of cultural heritage value to be found on stock 

routes and these features contribute to the overall conservation significance of 

stock routes. Stock routes contain windmills, bores, reserves and campsites 

which bear names that often indicate some historical connection. Stock routes 

themselves can also have significant intrinsic value as they often follow the 

same path taken by Aborigines and explorers. 

When assessing stock routes for cultural heritage values it is important to 

remember that, under the definition of stock routes, most roads in pastoral 

areas have at some time been a stock route. 

Cultural Heritage Sites 

Cultural heritage sites are places which contain physical evidence of past 

human activity or have importance in history, traditional mythology or religion. 

They are non-renewable resources which help to provide an understanding of 

66 



P
h

o
to

  c
o
u
rt

es
y

  o
f
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t  
o

f 
E

n
v

ir
o
n
m

e
n

t,
  T

o
o

w
o

o
m

b
a  

ourselves by providing a direct link into the past. As such, they are as diverse 

as the history they represent and range widely in their size and complexity. 

Conservation of cultural heritage is concerned with identifying and conserving 

those sites which are significant as part of our cultural heritage. Archaeologists 

and historians are able to explain patterns of behaviour and the process of 

social change by interpreting cultural heritage sites and reconstructing a more 

holistic picture of history. Cultural heritage sites provide information that is 

generally not available through interpretation of other historical material and 

importantly includes everyday and commonplace activities. 

Three main types of cultural heritage sites are found: 

1. Aboriginal archaeological sites. 

2. Historical sites. 

3. Aboriginal sites of significance. 

Aboriginal Archaeological Sites 

The material found at these sites provides evidence of Aboriginal presence 

and activity before colonial settlement. Evidence may be found both on the 

ground and buried beneath the surface and includes both artifacts and human 

remains. The types of Aboriginal archaeological sites listed below may be 

found on stock routes: 

Rock shelters 

Rock shelters are important sites for rock art paintings and the tools and 

materials used to produce the art. Evidence includes the remains of hearth 

fires, artifacts and food debris. Charcoal from the hearths is used to date the 

art site; however, it can easily be contaminated by handling which makes this 

dating technique unreliable. 

Camp sites 

Camp sites are fairly easy to recognise. They usually contain surface scatters 

of stone artifacts, but also includes bones, cooking stones and charcoal. 

Camp site materials are also found buried below the surface. 

Scarred and carved trees 

Scarred trees are formed when bark is carved from trees to make utensils or 

weapons. Carved trees differ from scarred trees in that a design is carved 

deliberately into the bark and remains etched on the tree. 

Axe grinding grooves and rock holes 

Grinding grooves are found in soft abrasive 

rock used for the manufacture or sharpening of 

stone axes. 

Rock holes 

Rock wells were created by Aboriginal peoples 

by enlarging natural rock holes and sometimes 

engineering water collection grooves and stone 

capping to prevent evaporation and fouling. 

The Weengallon Aboriginal Wells on stock route 

number PO5WG1 (along the Barwon Highway) 

also include examples of grinding groves. 

A management plan is being developed for the 

native rock wells at Weengallon to protect them 

from the impacts of tourists, vehicle traffic, road 

construction, electric power lines, rubbish 

dumping and droving stock. 

Weengallon Rock holes 
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Historical Sites 

Historical sites are mostly associated with non-

Aboriginal culture. They provide physical 

evidence of the wide range of human activities 

of the various cultures and nationalities which 

have migrated to Queensland. 

Many types of historical sites have become 

rare. They are vulnerable to degradation and 

destruction, and once they are destroyed, they 

cannot be replaced. 

Common historical sites associated with stock 

routes include the following: 

Dwellings and other buildings 

Dwellings and buildings include very old camp-

sites such as those used by drovers at river 

crossings. Other sites may include pieces of 

foundation or stone flooring, some broken 

bottles and pieces of rusting iron such as at the 

Mayne pub on stock route S14 south-west 

of Winton. 

Abandoned town sites 

Many inland towns were established along the stock routes only to be 

abandoned later on. Canterbury, at the intersection of stock routes P1 BA and 

S14 south-west of Winton, is one such example. 

River crossings and waterholes 

There are old bridges, pontoons and ferries associated with many inland river 

crossings. The old crossing of the Thomson River at Longreach retains 

historical value while the Combo Waterhole at Winton is linked to Waltzing 

Matilda. 

Chinese stone pitching 

Rock work can be found at the Combo Waterhole, at 12 Mile on the 

Illfracombe P12 route and at other water facilities on the stock routes. These 

works were commonly undertaken by Chinese people returning from the gold 

rushes in northern Queensland and are a feature of a number of western stock 

routes. Management is needed to control trees and shrubs growing up 

through the rock work. 

Chinese stone pitching 

68 



Gravesite beside the stock routes 

Aboriginal stone structure 
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Wagon routes and other early tracks 

Cobb & Co changing stations and the dray routes used by early settlers can be 

seen in various locations, such as the coaching house ruin on the Tambo to 

Alpha stock route, number M304. Many routes are still followed today as 

roads or stock routes and often follow the routes used by Aborigines. Stock 

routes retain many historic watering facilities and examples of old yards. 

Stock Routes Can Be Heritage Sites 

'Many European explorers and pioneers spread out across the landscape using existing 

Aboriginal pathways and routes. This afforded some degree of certainty of finding 

water, food and pasture. The continuity of use, from dreamtime to present day, 

represents a significant cultural heritage value that is quite unique. Perhaps it is most 

similar to the hedgerows of England, many of which later became motorways. 

Stock routes also have a particular quality that is important in supporting a peculiarly 

Australian identity, that of people moving freely across a vast landscape. This quality is 

represented in the freedom of movement of the swagmen of the depression years, the 

Australian battlers, shearers and drovers, all of which are embodied in the culture of the 

stock routes. For newly arrived emigrants of London in the 1900s, stock routes provided 

the freedom of the country, and shaped the nation's emerging self-image and 

economic future. 

All of the users of the routes have left an overlay of cultural heritage places which reflect 

their particular group or period in the life of the trail. In some cases these stock routes 

and the historical sites on them may be listed on the National Estate Register to afford 

them some recognition and protection.' 

Marcus Richardson 

Queensland Department of Environment 

Old mining sites 

Old mining sites contain rusting mining equipment, everyday items such as 

fragments of crockery and glass and other domestic implements. 

Abandoned farms and properties 

At abandoned farms or properties there are old stock yards, wooden farming 

equipment, harness, shearing sheds and shearers' quarters. These types of 

sites also include Chinese market gardens. 

Tree of Knowledge, Barcaldine 

(Barry King, David Akers, Don Rayment) 
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Management Principles 

The value of cultural heritage sites on stock routes is not widely recognised. 

Some councils have completed heritage studies and developed policies in 

regard to the management of specific sites but these tend to focus on the high-

profile sites that are valuable to tourism. Managers of stock routes and their 

facilities must recognise their cultural heritage values and minimise their 

impact on cultural heritage sites because destruction of, or damage to, cultural 

heritage sites carries heavy penalties. 

Managers of stock routes should also note that it is illegal to remove, damage, 

destroy or interfere with any archaeological site, and persons doing so are 

subject to prosecution and fines. 

If a site is found to be or suspected of being of cultural heritage value, keep 

disturbance to a minimum (Queensland Electricity Supply Industry 1993a): 

• Do not touch or disturb anything, including the natural landscape 

surrounding the site. The location of artifacts in relationship to each other 

and to natural features can be important in interpreting the significance of 

the site. 

• Avoid stock walking across the site and prevent vehicles driving on or around it. 

• Notify other stock route users of the site; however, only do so when 

Aboriginal Sites of Significance 

Aboriginal sites of significance are very difficult 

to identify. They are usually landscape features 

but often there is no obvious sign as to the site 

location or its importance. Information about 

the presence of these sites is best obtained from 

the Aboriginal custodians for that area. For 

contemporary Aboriginal peoples, these cultural 

heritage places contain spiritual and/or historical 

significance that is a direct link to their past. 

As a guide to these sites it should be assumed 

that all major landmarks have mythological 

relevance; however, all landforms represent part 

of the cultural landscape and the creation stories. 

Some Aboriginal sites of significance also 

relate to recent history and include mission 

sites, burial sites and cemeteries, campsites, 

massacre sites and ceremonial sites such as 

initiation grounds. 

Aboriginal stone artifact scatter 
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Mayne Hotel ruins 

(6onservadon and z-,-stock 71 

absolutely necessary because additional disturbance pressures can be 

created through curiosity. 

• Note and record exactly where the site is. For example, 'On stock route 

P0180, 1.2 kilometres west of the Badalia homestead turn-off, on the north 

side of stock route, there is a white clay mound near a gidgee tree and 

bones have been exposed'. 

• Take photographs, and include some sort of reference point as a scale. 

• Refer the matter to the Regional Manager (Cultural Heritage), Department of 

Environment with details of what was seen, where it is and when it was seen. 

• If at all unsure it is always better to check first. 

For Further Information on Identification or Formal 

Recognition of Sites: 

• Contact the Department of Environment to determine if any archaeological 

sites exist on stock routes in the area. Offices are located at Toowoomba 

(South West Region), Rockhampton (Central Coast Region), Brisbane (South 

East Region), Townsville (Northern Region), Cairns (Far Northern Region). 

• Contact the Department of Environment whenever any new archaeological 

sites are thought to be found on stock routes in the area. 

• Contact the Australian Heritage Commission for information regarding 

historic sites within the area. 



Double-barred finches 

3.2 Biodiversity and Natural Heritage 
Conservation 

'Save the last of the least and the best of the rest.' 

Introduction 

Biodiversity is an expression of the number of different plant and animal 

species found in an area and the environmental conditions necessary for their 

survival. Animals include all members of the animal kingdom (amphibian, bird, 

fish, invertebrate, mammal or reptile) and plants include all members of the 

plant or fungus kingdom (flowering plants, cycads, conifers, ferns, mosses, 

liverworts, algaes, lichens and fungi). Australia has a very high level of 

biodiversity with many species found nowhere else. As a result of agriculture 

and urban development many species have been reduced to very small 

populations, in isolated fragments and often with very restricted ranges. 

Remnant vegetation plays a critical role in conserving these species. 

The loss of biodiversity is an issue of increasing concern, both nationally and 

internationally. In Queensland, there are 21 species of plants and 6 

vertebrates thought to have become extinct since European occupation. 

Grazing, clearing and the development of rural infrastructure has replaced 

much of the original native vegetation with an extensive system of cleared 

land, criss-crossed with stands of roadside, riparian, fenceline and stock route 

vegetation, interspersed with patches of remnant vegetation found on private 

lands and various public reserve systems. For stock routes, however, it is 

generally assumed that they have not been cleared and form an extensive 

network of remnant vegetation. The major agents of change in these areas 

have been domestic and feral grazing animals and the increased grazing 

pressure from native herbivores. 

Stock routes are now identified as a network of corridors that benefit local, 

regional and national biodiversity. They access many waterholes, cross and 

often follow riparian corridors and generally link remnant vegetation in parks, 

roadsides and reserves. 

Definition of a corridor 

Corridors are linear landscape features that are important in their ability to 

permit unimpeded movement of individuals or populations between isolated 

remnants, and for their intrinsic value as remnant vegetation, habitat and 

repositories of rare and endangered species. The corridor may be continuous 

or it may exist as a series of stepping stones. 
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Connection of populations is considered to be very important for maintaining 

genetic variability in some populations and connection of habitat is 

considered important for the movement of some species. 

The Value of Corridors 

Corridors are being used and developed as management tools for the 

maintenance of biodiversity. They are generally recognised to have two 

important values: an intrinsic value as habitat and refuge, and for their role in 

assisting movement of species. 

Intrinsic Values 

Stock routes are significant sites of remnant vegetation which support 

populations of plant and animal species that might not occur elsewhere. 

The most valuable remnant vegetation contains viable populations and 

communities that are not represented in other reserves, endemic species, and 

rare and threatened species. Often overlooked are some of the common, 

smaller species of plants and animals such as fungi or insects. Many of these 

small species are valuable as the natural predators of economic pest species 

and provide vital ecological functions that also sustain the surrounding 

land use. 

Disturbance plays a critical role in the development and integrity of remnant 

vegetation, yet even disturbed remnants have habitat value and can support 

rare and threatened species. 

Australia has a very high percentage of fauna that will only use tree hollows 

for nesting or breeding: 

• Twenty per cent of all Australian land bird species nest in tree hollows 

(particularly owls and parrots). 

• Forty-two per cent of Australian mammals use tree hollows. 

Eucalyptus trees are the major source of these hollows; however, hollow 

development does not usually occur until the tree is mature and exceeding 

100 years old (fire and insects are also natural determinants of tree hollow 

production). The highest number of hollows occur in trees greater than 300 

years of age. As land has been cleared it has become increasingly important 

to retain old growth and standing dead timber in remaining remnants. 

Individual trees now play an important role in maintaining biodiversity on 

stock routes. 

Intrinsic values also relate to the role of vegetation in mitigating against 

disturbances that impact on surrounding land uses and on the processes that 

maintain the whole ecological system. These sorts of roles include soil 

The loss of biodiversity 

is an issue of 

increasing concern, 

both nationally 

and internationally 

Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby 
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Mulga stand, Charleville 

Remnant native grasslands, Darling Downs 

conservation, salinity control, windbreaks, 

shade and water filtration. 

Vegetation on stock routes plays an important 

role in contributing to landscape and amenity 

value. Indigenous vegetation provides an 

historic glimpse of the pre-settlement land 

conditions and gives an insight into the 

development of the region. Passing through 

changing landscapes and recognising the 

range of vegetation is part of the experience of 

travelling through rural Queensland. It helps 

travellers to identify with the character of the 

area — arid, coastal rainforest, etc. The scenic 

beauty, tranquillity and isolation of the 

landscape is a characteristic of the Australian 

sense of cultural identity. 

Movement of Species 

Species move for many reasons: in search of a 

territory, food, a mate or even in response to 

disturbance and predation. The reasons for 

the movement and its timing and direction are 

all dependent on the biology of the individual 

species. Movement can be short or long 

distance, daily, seasonal or annual. Movement 

can be general within a territory, off territory 

exploration, migration, dispersal and/or 

returning to breeding sites. 

The movement of individuals between 

fragmented habitats is thought to assist in 

maintaining genetic variation by reducing the 

possibility of inbreeding and improving the 

level of "fitness". Inbreeding depression is not 

found in all species; it appears to be found less 

in plants; however, plants still require to move 

for pollination and seed dispersal. 

The value of corridors as a tool for the 

movement of species is inconclusive. There is 

an expectation that species will use corridors 

to move from one habitat to another habitat, 
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