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Foreword 

Today stock routes play an integral part in moving stock and providing fodder 

reserve for drought-stricken stock. These are the skeletal remains of our rich 

overlanding history that settled Queensland and created the wealth to 

develop the State. 

Their historical place in our community, however, is equally matched by the 

biodiversity that is contained within their boundaries. In many places these 

have good examples of what has become remnant vegetation. Community 

groups are becoming increasingly aware of this and are seeking to take 

advantage of the opportunities that this presents. For example in tourist areas 

this public usage of land is being enhanced by the creation of small botanical 

parks like the Barcaldine Botanical Gardens. 

For the Rural Lands Protection Board this provides us with a challenge 

because our highest priorities must always be to maintain stock watering 

facilities and manage the impacts of pest plant and animals. As good land 

managers, however, we realise that an inventory of these historic and 

environmental landmarks is sadly lacking. 

The challenge for Government is to provide resources to enable this work to 

commence. The challenge for Land Protection, Department of Natural 

Resources, is to compile information into a useful resource that is interesting 

and relevant. 

The stock routes are corridors of our past, a fodder reserve in drought and a 

remnant resource of vegetative biodiversity straddling vast distances of 

Queensland. 

Let's have a close look and see what we have here! 

Richard Bell 

Rural Lands Protection Board Member 



Purpose of the Guide 

Background: The Need for a Manual 

Stock routes play an important role in the grazing industry and have an 

increasing role in the conservation of Queensland's biodiversity. With a 

continuing need for an intact and working stock route network, changes to 

legislation and changes in community attitude, it is time to look at the use and 

management of stock routes. The last Guide to the use of stock routes in 

Queensland was prepared for drovers in 1893. 

The 1994-1998 Strategic Plan for the Queensland stock route network was 

based on the following values and beliefs: 

• The stock route network is an irreplaceable community resource that must be 

retained. 

• The pastoral industry is the basis for settlement of most of Queensland. 

• Department of Natural Resources holds Crown land in trust for the whole 

community. 

• The stock route network is an important walking stock transport system and 

emergency fodder resource for the pastoral industry. 

• The stock route network represents a highly valuable resource for 

conservation of native plants and animals because of its widespread 

connection of separate parcels of land and because it encompasses many 

ecosystems. 

• The stock route network is a valuable resource of culture and heritage. 

• The Department of Natural Resources has a special duty of care to the stock 

route network because of its value to the rural industry, conservation and 

community needs. 

Main Purpose 

The main purpose is to provide guidelines for appropriate conduct on, and 

administration and management of, stock routes. This includes instruction for 

the primary user, the drover, for other users, managers of stock routes and 

adjacent lands, managers of other activities that overlay the stock route 

network and for their administrators. The Guide to Managing Queensland's 

Stock Routes aims to integrate the protection of the stock route network with 

their primary function through greater understanding and awareness of the 

value of the resources. 

The mission statement for the management of the Queensland stock route 

network is: to retain and sustainably manage the State's stock route network for the 

primary use of travelling stock, and for conservation and other community needs 

(1994-1998 Strategic Plan). 

Specific Objectives 

• To provide clear and easy to understand 

explanations of the regulations covering the 

use of stock routes. 

• To highlight other legislation that may 

impact on activities undertaken on 

stock routes. 

• To recognise the multiple uses and values of 

the stock routes. 

• To recognise the role stock routes play in 

conservation of cultural and natural 

heritage. 

• To explain the impact of pest animals and 

plants on stock routes. 

• To provide background information that can 

be used in stock route management plans. 

• To provide a framework for the 

development of stock route development 

plans. 

• To provide best practice guidelines and 

principles for management of the 

stock routes. 

• To provide maps of the stock route network. 
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1.1 The Historical Development of Stock 
Routes in Queensland 

Development of 

stock routes was 

based on the flow of 

cattle, and to a lesser 

extent sheep, 

moving to market 

Stock routes have been important since the early days of pastoral expansion and 

occupation of Queensland. In many cases the early stock routes followed similar 

pathways to the Aborigines and explorers and were dictated by the natural waters 

of the river systems. 

Early pastoral development proceeded under New South Wales land legislation 

before separation in 1859. During the 1860s, design or block surveys were 

commenced by the early surveyors who traversed watercourses, marked out 

distances along those streams and designed blocks suitable for pastoral settlement 

using those surveys as a basis. In so doing, the surveyors made provision for the 

movement of stock along the watercourses. Work commenced on this phase of 

pastoral settlement in the eastern part of the State, moving in the 1870s and 1880s 

to the western and northern sections. 

Evolution of Stock Routes 

The formation of stock routes throughout Australia evolved in response to the 

needs of the times. Initially, routes developed from early pastoralists moving stock 

into newly discovered grazing lands. As stock numbers increased, the direction of 

flow altered as surplus store and fat stock were moved back to the markets. For 

example, McKnight (1977) reported that in the 1850s the Victorian gold diggings 

furnished a concentrated market of previously unprecedented magnitude and stock 

from southeast Queensland were being moved south in great numbers. 

McKnight (1977) stated that, in Queensland, stock routes were important from the 

earliest days of pastoral occupancy, but described their development as casual and 

unsystematic. Administrative concern surfaced relatively late, with most facilities 

having been added in the last quarter-century. 

Development of stock routes was based on the flow of cattle, and to a lesser extent 

sheep, moving to market. Stock moved from the Northern Territory and the far 

north to markets in the south and east. Most of the early routes followed rivers 

such as the Condamine, Balonne, Maranoa, Warrego, Paroo, McKenzie, Georgina, 

Diamantina and the Barcoo and Coopers Creeks. 

Rail lines were pushed inland to Charleville, Barcaldine and Winton by 1890 and 

many further routes were established to feed stock to these lines for transport to 

market or to other properties for fattening. Major connections still exist into the 

Northern Territory, South Australia and New South Wales. 
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Movement of stock was 

highly seasonal and erratic 

because of the dependence on 

natural waters 

Movement of stock was highly seasonal and erratic because of the dependence 

on natural waters. By the turn of the nineteenth century, a few watering facilities 

had been constructed along major inland transport routes for use by the general 

public. These were not expressly designed for the benefit of travelling stock, 

although most became used for that purpose. There is little information as to the 

number of such facilities but it is thought to be 40 or 50 at most. 

In 1930 a Royal Commission was appointed to 

inquire into certain matters relating to rabbit, dingo 

and stock route administration (Queensland 

Parliament 1930). The report of this Commission 

was important in the overall development and 

management of stock routes and identified 

weaknesses in the existing system. These were 

summarised as: 

• Councils exercised no effective control. 

• Councils were not impartial in their 

administration and judgement of stock route 

issues. 

• Many stock routes were too narrow. 

• In many places, dry stages are too long. 

• The overgrazing of fenced stock routes by stock 

from adjacent land holdings and by straying 

stock occurred very widely and was tolerated 

by most councils. 

• Many unfenced stock routes were overgrazed 

by stock from adjacent land holdings. 

• The law concerning the daily distance that 

stock must travel needed amendment. 

• Generally there was no co-ordination between 

adjoining Shires on weed control, nor between 

Shires and adjoining land holders. 

These facilities were eventually turned over to councils who constructed some 

more during the early 1900s. 

3 The =Ctock etwork 



The Commission recommended that the 

control and improvement of stock routes be 

taken from the councils and be vested in new 

District Improvement Boards. 

The Grazing District Improvement Act 1930 (Qld) 

established District Improvement Boards to 

administer and improve stock routes as well as 

to control and direct the destruction of 

declared plants and animals on those 

stock routes. 

These Boards failed to function effectively and 

were abolished in less than two years. Under 

the Local Authority (Grazing District Improvement) 

Transfer of Powers Act 1933 (Qld) all of the 

functions, powers and assets of the Boards 

were transferred back to the councils. 

Development of stock route facilities 

Camping and water reserves were strategically 

located along the Cobb and Co. routes and 

subsequently along roads and stock routes 

throughout the State, at permanent waterholes  

on rivers, or at springs and soaks. In those days, those who camped were 

drovers attending stock or perhaps members of the public travelling by 

horseback or coach. 

By 1900 a system of government waters (tanks and bores) had developed 

along many of the main tracks and roads in Western Queensland. The 

Department of Public Lands stock route and water facilities map of 1950 

shows that many of these waters had been included in the stock route 

facilities. Many stock route watering reserves were created under the Water Act 

1926 (Qld). 

The first systematic attempt to provide watering facilities was commenced by 

the Department of Public Lands in 1935 and carried out by the Irrigation 

Department. By the end of the Second World War a total of 163 facilities had 

either been constructed or were nearing completion at a total cost of £190,286 

10s. 6d., with £116,289 11 s. 4d. being contributed by government subsidy. 

Routes receiving works under this program were the main Western Trunk 

stock routes which connected Burketown to Quilpie, Normanton and 

Charleville, and Einasleigh to Clermont. Also, seven of the south-western 

Channel Country routes were scheduled for upgrading: 

1. From the junction of the Burke and Georgina Rivers, via Bedourie, Cacoory, 

Betoota, Gilpeppee Creek, and Durham Downs to Warry Warry Gate 

2. Bedourie to Currawilla 

3. Gilpeppee Creek, via Tanbar, to Canterbury 
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4. Tanbar to Coombill 

5. Wheeo to Quilpie-Eromanga 

6. Eromanga, via Thargomindah, to Hungerford 

7. Glencairn to Thargomindah 

In 1937 the Stock Routes Improvement and Animal and Vegetable Pests Destruction 

Act 1936 (Qld) came into effect. The provision of stock route improvements 

would now become the function of the Secretary of Public Lands rather than 

the councils. Within a few months the responsibilities and powers of the 

Minister were again delegated back to the councils. The Lands Department, 

however, retained the right to formulate works programs and to supervise the 

construction of water facilities. 

In 1944 the Minister for Lands convened a formal meeting to discuss 

improvements in stock routes and pest control, both of which were seen to 

have been neglected during the war years. 

The result of this conference was the passing of the Stock Routes and Rural 

Lands Protection Act 1944 (Qld). Under this Act, the councils would continue to 

be responsible for stock route administration and the Irrigation Commission 

would continue with construction activities. 

Rural Lands Protection Board formed 

Two significant new provisions were included in the Act: a Coordinating Board 

(now the Rural Lands Protection Board) was established to oversee state-wide 

stock route improvements and The Stock Routes and Pest Destruction Fund 

was created to give financial support to the works program. This system 

remains fundamentally the same today. 

The Coordinating Board then made plans for the following works: 

• To quickly complete all stock route works in hand at 30 June 1945, 

and all works which had been deferred during the war years. 

• To carry out investigations in conjunction with councils and the Irrigation 

Commission to determine which stock routes were of primary importance 

and the types and locations of water facilities required to adequately water 

these routes. 

• To formulate annual programs of water facility works on stock routes and 

for ringbarking, clearing, fencing and construction of holding paddocks. 

• To appoint Supervisors under the jurisdiction of Councils to ensure that all 

stock route water facilities were kept in good order and condition, that stock 

routes were not abused and that water was available at all times for 

travelling stock. 

Frank Bannan, Stock Route Supervisor, Barcaldine 
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Since the 

devastating droughts 

of the 1980s the use 

of stock routes as 

a drought fodder reserve 

has increased 

Development of facilities continues... 

From the late 1940s, more facilities were constructed in the far west under the 

Commonwealth States Grants (Encouragement of Meat Production) Act 1949 (Cwlth). 

A special development program was also undertaken in the far north, giving 

the area connections via stock routes to railway lines. 

In the 1950s and 1960s the program of water supply development involved 

the construction of up to 75 new facilities each year by the Queensland Water 

Resources Commission along with the construction of holding paddocks, 

camping yards and loading ramps. 

By 1970 over 1,000 watering facilities existed. Many have since been 

abandoned through lack of use or sold to local landholders. There are now 

about 700 operational facilities (Cooney 1994). 

The circle of history turns... 

With the advent of road transport and the Commonwealth and State Beef 

Roads Scheme, the movement of stock on the hoof has declined. In general, 

the cost of walking large mobs of stock is about half that of trucking these 

animals but this cost advantage does not extend to small mobs. The use of 

road/rail transport is usually preferred in the eastern part of the State where 

trucking can deliver animals at the saleyards quickly and allow graziers to take 

advantage of favourable current prices for their stock. Most movement of fat 

stock throughout the State is by road/rail transport. 

Stock route usage today 

Since the devastating droughts of the 1980s the use of stock routes as a 

drought fodder reserve has increased. For the period 1988-92 an average of 

about 150,000 head of cattle and 400,000 head of sheep walked the stock 

route network each year. Perhaps an additional twenty per cent walk the 

stock routes but are not recorded because stock travelling less than 50 

kilometres do not require a permit under most circumstances. 

During 1995 about 120,000 head of cattle and 500,000 sheep were agisted on 

the stock route network. These figures can increase significantly when the 

effects of interstate drought result in an influx of stock from across the border. 

With increasing severity of drought, the demand for agistment on the stock 

route network increases, while the situation is further aggravated in some 

cases with a remission or complete waiving of fees. The issue of agistment 

often meets with much heated debate whenever it is raised and harks back to 

the early disagreements over the use of stock routes for travelling stock or as 

the long paddock. 

6 



1.2 Administration Today 

The Rural Lands Protection Act 1985 (Qld) is the primary legislation governing 

the short-term grazing and movement of travelling stock on the stock route 

network. Responsibility for the administration and management of the 

facilities and the stock route network is shared between the Queensland 

Department of Natural Resources and the local governments. 

Responsibility for the administration of longer term agistment over roads, and 

term leases over reserves is undertaken by the Department of Natural 

Resources under the Land Act 1994 (Q1d). Under the Land Act, the Ministers or 

the Department's powers over roads and trust land may be delegated to a 

local government. 

The Role of the Minister 

The Minister for Natural Resources has authority and power under the Rural 

Lands Protection Act to: 

• require a council to account for all money received and expended under this Act, 

• require a council to report on any function undertaken or required to be 

undertaken by this Act, 

• vest responsibility for the management or control of water facilities or any 

other improvements on the stock routes in the local council, 

• buy or sell machinery, equipment or materials used for the purposes of this Act, 

• employ, or authorise the Executive Director to employ, the necessary staff to 

carry out the functions of the Act, 

• delegate his authority to the Rural Lands Protection Board or any other person. 

The Minister can also appoint advisory committees in relation to any matter 

connected with the Act. 

The Role and Activities of the Department of 
Natural Resources 

The Department of Natural Resources administers the Acts which cover the 

operation and administration of the stock route network. 

Land Protection 

The Land Protection office administers the 

Rural Lands Protection Act. Land Protection 

maintains an administrative data base covering 

the facilities and infrastructure on the stock 

routes including: 

• an assets valuation register listing facilities 

and their condition, 

• a water agreements register listing facilities 

and fees, 

• travelling stock records listing stock 

movements on stock routes, 

• and maps of facilities showing the type of 

facility and location. 

Land Protection administers the capital works 

program, providing approval and funding for 

construction and major repairs to water 

facilities and other stock route infrastructure. 

State standards for construction of facilities 

have been established. 

Land Protection also prepares draft water 

agreements which are subject to negotiation 

between landholder and council for the 

provision of water and the use of government-

owned water facilities on stock routes. Fees for 

water agreements are set by Land Protection 

and annual billing schedules sent to councils 

who collect the fees. 

Other services include responding to general 

enquiries from Stock Route Supervisors, 

councils, rural landholders and the 

general public. 

7  The Tjtock -7-,..}Vetwork 



State Land Adminstration 

State Land Administration controls the 

administration of State lands which includes 

stock routes. Their main authority is through the 

Land Act under which permits for grazing are 

issued for non-travelling stock. State Land 

Administration sets the conditions for issue of 

these permits. State Land Administration may 

provide approval for short-term grazing of less 

than three months duration on unallocated State 

lands, roads and reserves. Permits to Occupy are 

issued for the grazing of roads for periods longer 

than three months. Without approval from local 

government, or authorisation from the 

Department of Natural Resources, grazing of the 

road or stock route is unlawful. 

Before allowing any activities or authorising the 

issue of any Permits, native title implications are 

assessed by the Department of Natural 

Resources. 

The Role of the Rural Lands 
Protection Board 

The Rural Lands Protection Board is an advisory 

board comprised of owners or occupiers of rural 

land that have been nominated by their primary 

producer organisations, two nominated 

representatives from the Local Government 

Association of Queensland and three official 

positions of Executive Director and nominees 

from the Department of Primary Industries and 

the Department of Environment. The Executive 

Director carries out the policies and decisions of 

the Board. There are a maximum of 14 

members on the Board which is constituted for 

a term not exceeding three years. 

The Board has the responsibility to 

recommend or advise the Minister on the: 

• declaration and management of pest plant 

and animal species, 

• establishment, maintenance and improvement 

of stock routes and their facilities,  

• purchase of machinery, materials and equipment, 

• authorities to manage water facilities or any other improvements provided 

under the Act on the stock route, 

• fees for use of stock routes and facilities on stock routes. 

The Executive Director carries out the policies and decisions of the Board. 

The Role of Local Government 

Under s. 57 of the Rural Lands Protection Act, local governments are 

responsible for controlling, improving and maintaining stock routes and 

reserves for travelling stock. The stock routes are to be maintained in a fit and 

reasonable condition so that they can be used at all times by travelling stock. 

Councils are required to: 

• conserve fodder for travelling stock on all stock routes, including those that 

are unfenced, 

• determine the fencing requirements for adjoining landholders, 

• provide and maintain water and watering facilities in good repair for 

travelling stock use, 

• maintain in good repair all facilities and infrastructure on the stock route, 

• control and regulate the movement of travelling stock on the stock route 

network, 

• collect all fees and other charges in respect of stock route use, 

• transmit fees collected to Treasury, 

Phil Haywood, Stock Route Supervisor, Blackall 
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Stock Route Supervisors Workshop, Barcaldine, 1997 

The ---- tock ,:=Aietwork 9 

It is the council's duty to provide a clear job 

description for the position of Stock Route 

Supervisor. Typically the Stock Route Supervisor 

does the on-the-ground, day-to-day 

management of stock routes. This may include 

activities such as: 

• being the first point of contact for all 

intending users of stock routes, 

• liaising with all users of the stock routes, 

• providing information, direction and 

regulation of users and their activities, 

• monitoring pasture condition and utilisation 

levels, 

• issuing of permits to intending stock route users, 

• monitoring and maintaining the water 

facilities and stock route infrastructure in 

good working order, 

• maintaining records of the stock route use, 

• controlling unauthorised use of the stock route, 

• implementing the stock route management plan, 

• implementing pest management on the stock 

routes. 

• administer all the Regulations with respect to stock routes as required under 

the Rural Lands Protection Regulations, 

• enter into agreements with private landholders for the provision of water for 

either stock routes or adjacent land holdings, 

• seize straying stock on stock routes and recover the costs (under the Stock 

Act 1915 (Qld) local government may destroy stray and diseased animals), 

• monitor for overstocking of the stock route including the ability to muster 

the stock, 

• control and prevent the spread of declared plants and declared animals on 

land under its control. 

Before allowing any activity, or authorising the issue of any Permits, native 

title implications are to be assessed by the relevant local authority. For 

assistance, local government can contact the Legal Branch, Department of the 

Premier and Cabinet, as lead agency for native title (tel. (07) 3222 2953). 

The Role of the Stock Route Supervisor 

The Stock Route Supervisor is an authorised person as defined in the Rural 

Lands Protection Regulations: 

...the person appointed or employed by the Local Authority to superintend any stock 

route or reserve for travelling stock, to regulate and control the depasturing of stock 

thereon, and to perform all functions, matters or things in pursuance of the Act which 

the Local Authority may direct. 



1.3 The Issue of Stock Route Definition 

Cameron versus Tindal and Clancy of the Overflow 
In an interesting Supreme Court case held in Roma in 1909 (Tindal versus Cameron 1910) 

the defendant's drover was none other than John Clancey, popularised in Banjo Paterson's 

Clancy of the Overflow. Clancey had taken a mob of sheep through Albany Downs and 

the owners disputed the existence of a stock route, particularly through Their horse 

paddocks, and had him charged with trespass. 

What, then, is a stock route? 

Judge Chubb, in his summation to the jury, commented: 

The law allows travelling sheep, driven along a road ordinarily used for travelling 

stock, to be depastured within half a mile on either side of such road while passing 

through a pastoral holding; but a drover is prohibited from depasturing within the 

distance of one mile of the head station, and must keep to the road while within such 

distance. Stock routes are not of uniform width. Theoretically, they may be a mile 

wide, but this rule is subject to certain limitations; for instance, when stock pass 

through freehold land, when they are confined to the limits of the road. 

Road ordinarily used for travelling stock 

As to the term 'road ordinarily used for travelling stock', the question is what is 

generally understood and acknowledged in the neighbourhood as the road in 

general use for travelling stock. 

Stock routes grew from small beginnings. Persons travelled stock to fresh country, and 

others followed in their tracks till a main highway for travelling stock was formed. The 

evidence in this case dates back to 1864. Stock were travelled up the frontage in small 

lots at first, but not in large lots till the seventies. 

The Crown has the power to declare stock routes, but in this case there is no evidence of a 

proclaimed stock route. There is undisputed evidence, however, that there is a stock route 

between Mitchell and St. George passing along the west bank of the Maranon through 

Albany Downs. The question is whether it passes through the Albany Downs horse 

paddocks between the head station and the river. If stock have been going that way from 

the earliest times there is a stock route there. The question for consideration, therefore, is—

'What have people done to make this a stock route; and when was it made a stock route, 

if at all ?"Was it a stock route on the 14th May, 1909?' 
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For John Clancey, the case which ended in his favour found that the track 

through Albany Downs was a road ordinarily used for the purposes of 

travelling stock. But that was not the end of the story for Clancey, who was 

found to have trespassed and depastured his stock within a mile of the head 

station and damages were awarded against him. 

Today in defining what constitutes a stock route in Queensland we go first to 

the Rural Lands Protection Act. 

Stock routes are defined under this Act as any road ordinarily used for the 

purposes of travelling stock or declared under this or any other Act to be a stock route 

and includes any part of any such road. 

Also under s. 15 — Declaration of stock routes — the Governor in Council may by 

a notice published in the Gazette declare any road to be a stock route under 

and for the purposes of this Act. There are no records of any such notice 

under the Rural Lands Protection Act. 

Queensland does not have any formal declaration of individual stock routes 

by route designation, name or location at this point in time. Outside of the 

intention of the Rural Lands Protection Act, stock routes exist as roads. 

Stock routes Et roads 

Stock routes are a prescribed use allowable on roads or road reserves for the 

purpose of travelling stock, or incidental and other purposes. 

Stock routes have no separate title, tenure or declaration apart from that of road 

or road reserve. A stock route is just one level of use of the State's road and road 

reserve network, as are the use of roads for roadways, railways, power lines, 

communications infrastructure, pipelines and other community uses. 

The --tock Ajetwork 11 



All stock routes 

in Queensland 

are roads, but not 

all roads are 

stock routes 

Everybody has a general or common law right to 

use dedicated public roads for all purposes 

relating to transport of persons and their goods 

from one place to another. A person, however, 

may need a permit to take animals onto a road 

under the Rural Lands Protection Act, the Local 

Government Act 1993 (old) or under the 

regulations of some other legislation. 

The Rural Lands Protection Act and the Land 

Act both define a road as any road, whether 

surveyed or unsurveyed, dedicated, notified or 

declared in any manner howsoever to be a road for 

public use, and any road comprised of land taken, 

pursuant to any enactment, for the purpose of a 

road for public use: 

Therefore all stock routes in Queensland are 

roads, but not all roads are stock routes. 

Some roads are declared closed to stock, such as 

the limited access roads of freeways or urban 

road systems. 

Classification of stock routes by tenure 

Stock routes are of two main classes: those 

traversing Pastoral Holdings and those 

traversing Grazing Selections. 

• Those traversing pastoral holdings are one mile 

wide and are included in the area of the Pastoral 

Holding on which the lessee pays rent. They are 

not surveyed and generally are not fenced. 

Stock depasturage is protected by s. 432 of 

the Land Act provided the area remains as 

Pastoral Holding or Occupation Licence. 

• Those traversing grazing selections are surveyed and are excluded from the 

area of the Grazing Selection. Sometimes they are fenced in with the 

selection and sometimes fenced out. These two different practices as 

to fencing give rise to the controversy regarding open or unfenced stock 

routes versus routes which are fenced off from the holdings through which 

they run. 

Classification of stock routes by usage 

Land Protection, Department of Natural Resources classifies stock routes as 

primary, secondary and minor on the basis of average use over the five-year 

period from 1988 to 1992 (Cooney 1994): 

Primary (P) >9,000 head of cattle or > 58,000 DSE per year 

Secondary (5) 3,000-9,000 head of cattle or 19,500-58,000 DSE per year 

Minor (M) <3,000 head of cattle or <19,500 DSE per year 

(DSE: dry sheep equivalents) 

For practical purposes, the stock route network can be viewed as comprising 

some 2,650 kilometres of primary stock routes and about 5,000 kilometres of 

secondary stock routes. Minor routes that have relatively little use by walking 

stock total approximately 4,000 kilometres. These provide a total of about 

11,600 kilometres of active stock route. 

As well as these recognised stock routes, there are about 60,000 kilometres of 

roads which were once used for the walking of stock but are now seldom used 

for that purpose. These roads are unlikely to have any recorded stock 

movements and many are now in built-up areas, agricultural country with little 

or no livestock, and closely settled coastal areas. 

Camping and water reserves on stock routes 

The stock route network also consists of land and facilities. The land includes 

a large number of camping and water reserves, most of which have been 

placed under the control of councils as trustee. It does not include the land on 

which stock routes are located as these are roads. A reserve for travelling 

stock includes any land which is reserved or set apart under the Land Act for 

the purposes of travelling stock. 

Stock route facilities 

The stock route facilities include fencing, yards, bridges and watering facilities 

which include bores, windmills, troughs, tanks and piping and associated 

works. There are almost 700 watering facilities on the stock route network 

which are valued at about $32m as of June 1997 (C. Cooney pers. comm.). 
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~rovin3 memories... 

'April 1990_1 was camped on high ground about 400 yards from the Warrego River and had 4,500 

sheep out on the Charleville-Ounnamulla stock route. There was Just the cook and myself and we 

didn't know that a flood was coming down. 

When we saw the water rising we moved the sheep to higher ground on a sand hill which was 

supposed to be above floodwaters. Well the river kept rising until we could only see the heads of the 

sheep. We had to let the horses go to save themselves while we climbed a tree to save ourselves! 

We shared this tree with five dogs, a rabbit and a fox, who didn't stay long. Well we were hanging 

there for Z days and nights and I had to strap the cook into the tree because he was crook and 

couldn't hold on. As the water started to go down we climbed onto a large hoopy (bent) log and tried 

to get some sleep but kept falling in the water. 

On Tuesday morning the water had gone down enough for me to swim across to the truck to get a 

rope to tie around the cook and tow him to safety. It was then that the helicopter spotted  us and 

lifted us both out 

When the waters went down the horses turned up all over the place but about 1000 sheep and seven 

dogs were lost. 

It was a hard life, but I enjoyed it, baffling all sorts of weather and at the end of a trip you had the 

isfac

fi  tion of a job well done. Then it was home for a rest and to repair any camp gear to get  

dy to go again.' \

tit 

 

i1.4511w 

Q6241,21;07_ 

Jack E Campbell, Drover, Charleville 

Jack's working life started when he was eleven years 

old and joined his grandfather to go droving. He 

worked continuously as a drover and musterer for 

forty years, travelling the stock routes from New 

South Wales through to central Queensland. 
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Note: The following 14 maps do not describe 
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QI - F.ENSIAND 

RURAL LAND 
PROTECTION 

REGULATIONS 1989 

Published in (piermiund Govertioneni Gu.Tte dated 22nd July. 1089. 
Vol. CC NCI. No. 127. pages 2505.2540. 

2.1 Guidelines for Travelling Stock and 
the Travelling Public 

The object and the intent of the Rural Lands Protection Act relates to the preservation, 

management and enhancement of the stock routes as a resource to allow stock to be 

travelled from one point to another and find feed and water on the way. 

The concern and responsibility for the management of the stock route has 

traditionally been limited to those aspects of use which involve or directly 

impact on the travelling of stock on the stock route network. Managers need 

to be aware that other features on the stock route, such as natural and cultural 

heritage, may be covered under other legislation. 

Stock routes can also be used by bona fide travellers; however, under this 

legislation this use is of little concern unless it impacts in any major way on the 

use of the network by travelling stock, or interferes with any of the stock 

route facilities. 

Apart from the specific instances outlined in the Rural Lands Protection Act the 

travelling public are governed by the same conditions and laws that apply to 

public use of any other road or road reserve in Queensland. 

Travelling Stock Rate Area 

The Rural Lands Protection Act and it's regulations often refer to a travelling 

stock rate area. This is an Area defined by the legislation and an Order in 

Council, which is a proclamation issued by the Governor on behalf of the State 

Government. This declaration authorises funds to be collected in these areas 

by a rate, or a travelling stock rate. 

The funds raised were initially to support the establishment and maintenance 

of facilities on the stock route network. Now the funds are paid directly into 

the Rural Lands Protection Trust Fund. Stock route maintenance funds are 

allocated in the State Budget. 

30 



Under the Rural Lands Protection Act s. 16 the Travelling Stock Rate Area 

was proclaimed by Order in Council of the 31st of August 1989 as all the 

councils of the following areas: 

Declared Travelliv 

Aramac 

Stock Route Areas 

Mount Morgan Chinchilla 

Balonne Cloncurry Murilla 

Banana Dalrymple Murweh 

Barcaldine Diamantina McKinlay 

Barcoo Duaringa Nebo 

Bauhinia Emerald Paroo 

Belyando Fitzroy Peak Downs 

Bendemere Flinders Quilpie 

Blackall Ilfracombe Richmond 

Booringa Inglewood Tambo 

Boulia Isisford Tara 

Bowen Jericho Taroom 

Broadsound Livingstone Waggamba 

Bulloo Longreach Wambo 

Bungil Milimerran Warroo 

Calliope Mount lsa Winton 
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DNR Stock Route Permits 

Stock route permits are required for droving of 

stock on any officially recognised stock route in 

the Travelling Stock Rate Areas except where 

there is exemption. A permit issued by the 

council is also required for stock depastured or 

agisted on the stock route network. 

Exemptions 

There are several common sense movements 

for which a permit is not required: 

• stock transported by any vehicle (not 

being walked), 

• sheep and cattle movements of less than 

20 kilometres for the purposes of normal 

husbandry practices, such as shearing, 

dipping, inoculation or branding, 

• stock moving or travelling by the most direct 

route between any two parcels of private 

land for normal management practices; the 

parcels must be worked as one unit and be 

in close proximity, such as an additional area, 

• stock moving or travelling between a 

property and a recognised saleyard for the 

purpose of being offered for sale; unsold 

stock being returned; or purchased stock 

being delivered; as long as the distance 

travelled in such cases does not exceed 

50 kilometres, 

• cows and ewes returning from trucking yards 

after their calves have been trucked away, 

• stock going to or returning from the local show, 

• unweaned foals, calves, kids and lambs 

under three months old travelling with their 

mothers, 

• a drover's or carrier's plant (up to 30 horses, 

mules or cattle) in use at the time of travelling, 

• up to 10 travelling horses. 

Applying for a Permit 

An application for a stock route permit is made to the Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO) of the council from which the stock will commence their journey. At the 

time of writing it is not a requirement of the Rural Lands Protection Act to 

obtain a separate permit for each council Area to be travelled through on any 

one journey; however, 24 hours notice must be given to each council 

before arrival. 

Permit applications are usually made on the appropriate form; however, the 

CEO may accept an application made by telephone or fax if all particulars 

required to complete the form are provided. 

If the CEO is satisfied that the application is in order a stock route permit will be 

issued. At the same time the CEO will also specify the amount payable and the 

time for payment. 

28 day limit on back-tracking 

A permit will not be issued where a person has already travelled stock along a 

stock route and intends to travel those stock along the same stock route within 

28 days, although in special cases the CEO may give written consent to the 

issue of a permit. 

Use of permit 

A stock route permit can only be used for the travelling recorded on that 

permit and not for any additional travelling. 
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Permit Fees 

Droving fees 

A small fee is charged on stock using the stock route network and facilities to 

help pay for the maintenance of those facilities. 

The amount payable is set by Order in Council and in 1997 was set at: 

• 2 cents for each 20 head of cattle, horses and mules or part thereof for each 

kilometre or part thereof travelled; and 

• 2 cents for each 100 head of sheep and goats or part thereof for each 

kilometre or part thereof travelled. 

A minimum fee of $5.00 applies. 

Cancellation or Re-Issue of a Permit 

There are many examples of when a stock route permit may be cancelled, 

require re-issuing or a refund of the assessment may be due. Some of these 

examples are listed below: 

Incorrect details 

If the particulars contained in the permit are incorrect then before undertaking 

any travel it should be returned to the CEO along with the receipt or 

assessment for reissue. 

Distance not travelled 

When for any reason a journey as detailed on a permit is not to be completed 

the drover must notify the CEO of that area of any such changes. Upon 

presentation of the assessment the CEO may refund the untravelled portion if 

satisfied all conditions of the permit have been met. 

Stock sold before reaching destination 

This also applies if any of the stock travelling under a stock route permit are 

sold before reaching the destination specified in the permit. 

Sale of travelling stock 

In all cases if any stock are sold while travelling under a stock route permit 

the permit is immediately cancelled. 

If the distance remaining to be travelled is greater than eight kilometres then 

the purchaser of those stock must apply for and obtain a stock route permit 

before travelling any of the stock on any stock route. 
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If only some stock are sold a new permit is 

required 

If some stock are sold and the balance are still 

to complete the journey the drover will need 

to apply for a new permit to the CEO of the 

Area in which the stock are. The original stock 

route permit should be returned along with 

proof of the sale of the other stock, giving the 

number and class of stock sold, the date of the 

sale, and the point at which delivery was or is 

to be taken by the purchaser of the stock. 

Cancellation of permit 

If stock undertaking a journey on a stock route 

for any reason break the trip for seven 

consecutive days by leaving the stock route or 

associated reserves then the permit will 

be invalid. 

The drover can request the CEO of the Area in 

which the stock are detained to give 

permission for the stock to proceed and 

endorse the stock route permit accordingly. 

Alteration to route specified in permit 

If the drover wants to change the route or destination specified in an existing 

stock route permit then the drover will need to apply to the CEO for a new 

permit. It may also be necessary to advise the local Department of Primary 

Industries Stock Inspector and alter any DPI permit (see below). 

Re-issue and refunds 

Should a permit be re-issued or cancelled then the drover should apply to the 

CEO of the council in the Area the changes will take place. 

Normally a written application is required stating the reasons for the proposed 

alteration and production of the existing stock route permit, together with the 

official receipt for the payment of the assessment. 

The CEO may cancel the stock route permit and issue a new permit containing 

the correct particulars and if required a new stock route permit assessment. 

If the assessment already paid is less than that required for the amended 

permit then the permit holder will need to pay the balance, or if the amount 

already paid is in excess then the CEO may issue a refund. An official receipt 

must be produced to obtain a refund. 
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Carrying the Permit 

At all times the drover should carry the permit either on his or her person or in a 

vehicle travelling with the stock. The permit must be produced for inspection if 

requested by a Land Protection Officer, Stock Route Supervisor, the local Mayor, 

member of the Police Force or the occupier of any land connected with the stock 

route at the point where the drover is situated at the time. The drover may also 

be required to produce the DPI waybill and permit if applicable. 

Giving Notice 

Notice of stock entering another area 

Before leaving the shire granting the permit and entering any council along 

the route designated in the permit the drover must give at least 24 hours prior 

notice to the CEO of that new Area. 

Notice to Occupier of land 

A person who intends travelling stock along a stock route or reserve for 

travelling stock that is fenced in with private land shall give notice of his or 

her intention to the occupier of the private land at least 24 hours prior to 

travelling the stock along that part of the stock route. 

Notice to enter reserve 

Before entering a reserve for travelling stock the drover must give notice to 

the CEO or person in charge of the reserve. Notice must be provided not less 

than 12 hours and not more than 48 hours prior to entry. 

This does not apply to the travelling plant (horses or mules) of a drover or 

carrier not exceeding 30 in number. 

Notice to use private water facilities 

Before watering stock at any privately maintained water facility located on a 

stock route, the drover must give at least 12 hours notice to the owner or 

caretaker in charge of the water facility and may have to produce the stock 

route permit for inspection to that person. 

Alteration of Route 

Directed to alter route specified in permit 

On occasions a Stock Route Supervisor may request a drover to use a stock 

route other than that specified on the stock route permit. In this case, under 

r.15, no additional assessment is payable and the permit shall be deemed to 

specify the altered route. 

Temporary route closure 

A council may temporarily prevent a stock 

route from being used if the use may: 

• be detrimental to the pasture, 

• constitute a danger to persons or vehicular 

traffic, 

• cause interference to or damage to any 

formed road, road construction, or road 

works in progress. 

The council may order that all travelling stock 

travel by some alternative route within the 

Area until further notice. The CEO will specify 

that alternative stock route in any stock route 

permit issued until further notified. 

Where this happens and stock travelling under 

a stock route permit issued prior to this order 

are required to travel by some other route, no 

alteration of that stock route permit will be 

necessary and no additional assessment will be 

payable for any extra distance. 

A council may 

temporarily close 

a stock route and 

order the use of an 

alternative route 
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Travelling in an Area other than a Travelling 
Stock Rate Area 

Advance notice 

The drover who intends to travel the stock in an Area other than a travelling 

stock rate area must give the CEO of that Area not less than 24 hours and not 

more than 48 hours notice of their intentions to travel stock in that Area. The 

following particulars need to be supplied: 

• the number and description of the stock, 

• the name and home address of the owner of the stock, 

• the route by which the stock will be travelled, 

• the name and home address of the person in charge, 

• where the travelling stock are going, 

• the time and date the droving will start and an estimate of the finish date. 

Watering charges 

The Rural Lands Protection Act specifies that anyone using a watering facility 

on a stock route in an area other than a travelling stock rate area, should pay 

a per head fee to the council or for use of any water facility provided by an 

owner of private land. In general practice this is currently not the case 

although individual councils may request a payment. 

General Travelling 

Change of person in charge of travelling stock 

If the drover listed on the permit is handing over control of the stock to 

someone else before the journey is completed, the new drover's name must be 

written on the permit and the permit must be carried by the new drover. 

Supervision of stock 

The drover should not leave stock unattended on any stock route unless 

included as a condition on a permit for isolated areas. 

Water fees 

All stock travelling under a stock route permit can water free of charge at any 

water facility provided upon any stock route or at any watering facility 

provided by a private owner by arrangement with the local council. 

Rate of progress of travelling stock 

Generally, travelling stock shall travel an average distance of 10 kilometres 

each day during the term of the travelling until their destination is reached. 

Exceptions would be in the case of rain, flood or other unavoidable causes. 

When calculating the average distance travelled during a droving trip, do not 

include any days taken off for spelling or camping. 
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For every 160 kilometres travelled by sheep or goats, or 320 kilometres by 

cattle, horses or mules, they may camp on a reserve for travelling stock fo 24 

hours in each case. 

Brands for sheep 

Under the Brands Act 1915 (Old) travelling sheep must be paint branded with a 

7', or the property brand. There is no such requirement for cattle. 

DPI Travelling Stock Permits &Waybills 

A permit or waybill is not required for cattle, sheep and goats travelling by 

hoof for husbandry purposes between neighbouring holdings within 

20 kilometres of each other, provided that the stock are healthy and the 

movement is not across a tick line. 

Waybills 

The original waybill, when completed, must always travel with the stock, and 

be delivered with the stock to the consignee, or authorised person receiving 

the stock at the final destination. 

The second or duplicate copy of the waybill should be left at the property of 

origin of the stock or at a place approved by the DPI Stock Inspector. 

Both the original waybill and the duplicate waybill must be kept for two years 

from the date of movement of the stock. A DPI Stock Inspector or Police Officer 

may request that you produce the waybill at any time throughout your journey 

with the stock, or at any reasonable time within the two-year period mentioned. 

Permits 

Typical movements which require a permit are: 

• stock travelling from the Cattle Tick Infected Area to the Cattle Tick Protected 

Area or to the Cattle Tick Free Area, 

• if the property of origin is quarantined or restricted by an inspector for 

disease control purposes, 

• stock travelling to and from the RNA Showgrounds Brisbane. 

Dips for Ticks 

The tick line has been established in Queensland to prevent ticks from 

spreading to tick-free regions. There are council dips located at towns along 

the tick line which are the official clearing dips, supervised by DPI, for stock to 

be taken across the tick line from the infected areas. 
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Dips are located at: 

The tick boundary 

of the northern 

protected area is 

along property 

boundaries, whereas 

the boundary of 

the southern area is 

along roads 

Dip 

Alpha 

DPI Office 

Alpha 

Phone 

(07) 49 851 195 

Auburn Rd Auburn (07) 46 651 150 

Boondooma Boondooma (07) 41 680 186 

Cadarga Cadarga (07) 41 658 147 

Cloncurry Cloncurry (07) 47 421 311 

(07) 47 421 305 

(07) 47 421 870 

Dumber Boonah (07) 54 631 188 

Coolabunia Kingaroy (07) 41 600 700 

Cooyar Yarraman (07) 41 638 152 

East Nanango I Kingaroy (07) 4) 600 700 

Gracemere Saleyards Rockhampton (07) 49 331 398 

Helidon Helidon (07) 46 976 204 

Hughenden Hughenden (07) 47 411 155 

Julia Creek Julia Creek (07) 47 467 146 

Maxwelton Richmond (07) 47 413 411 

Mt Isa Mt lsa (07) 47 446 828 

Ooline Taroom (07) 46 273 319 

Pipeclay Crows Nest (07) 46 981 444 

Prairie Hughenden (07) 47 411 155 

Richmond Richmond (07) 47 413 411 

Rocky Crows Nest (07) 46 981 444 

Rolleston Springsure (07) 49 843 244 

Stuart River Boondooma (07) 41 680 186 

Taroom Taroom (07) 46 273 319 

The Falls Clifton (07) 46 973 266 

Toowoomba 

Saleyards 

Toowoomba (07) 46 881 230 

West Haldon Clifton (07) 46 973 266 

Wondai Murgon (07) 41 681 777 
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All stock are to have two treatments. The first is generally in the area of 

origin and is not done under Departmental supervision. The second dipping 

is 3 to 7 days later and is normally the last. It is carried out under the 

supervision of a DPI Stock Inspector at a dip on the tick line. If inspected 

clean, stock have only 24 hours after dipping to cross the tick line. If stock are 

still tick infected at inspection before the second treatment, a further 3 to 7 

days wait is required for a third dipping. 

Stock crossing in north-west Queensland and the Northern Territory 

All cattle from the Northern Territory are TB tested before movement and are 

dipped and cleared by a Stock Inspector before leaving the property. Walked 

stock have to pass through a tick-free area in NT before reaching Queensland. 

The border is generally crossed at Lake Nash; however, some stock moves 

south into Queensland from "Rocklands" which is in both States. 

Trucked cattle stop at Mt lsa and are inspected there. 

Stock crossing to New South Wales 

Stock from the tick infected area and protected area of Queensland are 

required to have 3 dips, at 3 to 7 days intervals, or 2 dips and a 35 day stay in 

a tick-free area. 

There are no tick restrictions on stock travelling from the Cattle Tick Free Areas. 

There are no dips west of Goondiwindi where every crossing into NSW 

requires residence of at least 35 days in the Queensland tick-free area. At 

Goondiwindi or other dips to the east, stock going to NSW would normally be 

dipped, inspected and across the border within 24 hours. 

Tick-protected areas 

The tick boundary of the northern protected area is along property boundaries, 

whereas the boundary of the southern area is along roads. 

Stock having crossed the tick line have unrestricted movement, at least initially. 

If they move to a property in the protected area which is suffering a tick 

outbreak, they and all other stock on the property are considered to be in an 

infected area for stock movement. In addition, stock on adjacent properties 

(first removed) require one inspection and dipping before movement; and stock 

on the next adjacent properties (second removed) require an inspection before 

movement unless the first removed property is large with good fencing. 

Travelling stock are not permitted to walk past an infected property and 

generally not past a first removed property without dipping. 
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Lice 

The Stock Act Regulations 1988 (Qld), r.42, declare that lice-infected stock are not 

to travel without approval of a DPI Stock Inspector. 

Permits to Travel Stock on Roads 

There are many instances where stock are being travelled on roads that are 

not covered by the Rural Lands Protection Act (refer to the Exemptions). 

State and National highways 

The Department of Main Roads is responsible for State and National highways, 

freeways and limited access roads under the Transport Infrastructure Act 1994 

((lid). The Department of Main Roads currently issues permits for the 

movement of stock on these roads, but generally these permits only cover the 

shorter movements of stock as outlined in the Exemptions. 

Secondary and local roads 

Under the Local Government Act 1993 (Qld) councils can control all roads in their 

area. Councils can control the use of the road and regulate the movement of 

traffic. Regulation may also include the requirement for fencing along a road. 

Agistment on Stock Routes & Reserves 

Permit for travelling stock to remain on stock routes 

If a drover needs to stop on a stock route to carry out any branding, shearing, 

dipping, crutching, jetting, drenching, trucking, delivery out of trucks or sale by 

auction of stock covered by a travelling stock permit, an application must be 

made to the council for a permit to depasture. A permit may be granted for up 

to 7 days on a stock route which is not fenced in with private land. 

Fees 

Cattle, horses and mules at the rate of $20.00 per day or part of a day per 

100 head or part thereof. 

Sheep and goats at the rate of $4.00 per day or part of a day per 100 head or 

part thereof. 

Permits for non-travelling stock 

In special circumstances, such as a severe drought, a council may give a permit 

for agistment on a stock route or reserve that is not fenced in with private land. 
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Permit for agistment within a travelling stock rate area 

Normally this is limited to 30 head of stock in emergency situations and is 

limited to a local butcher or dairy or an owner of less than 30 working stock 

who does not own land. Also people who keep stock on the town reserve 

may apply for agistment for 10 head during a drought. Others outside of 

these guidelines may apply but the granting of a permit will be at the 

discretion of the CEO and must be approved by the Executive Director of the 

Rural Lands Protection Board. 

Permit for agistment outside travelling stock rate area 

In an area other than a travelling stock rate area, the CEO may make it a 

condition of a permit that stock may have to have ear tags or that they must 

be removed from the stock route overnight. 

Entires, bulls, rams etc not permitted 

It is not permitted for any entire horse, rig, bull, jack donkey or bull camel to 

be agisted or depastured on any stock route or on any reserve for travelling 

stock. A special authorisation on the permit is required for any ram or 

entire goat. 

Agistment Fees 

Fees are set from time to time and may be different for each council, based on 

the prevailing seasonal and economic conditions, comparable agistment rates, 

and other factors. Fees are not charged on the progeny of any stock covered 

by a permit if the progeny are less than 3 months old. 

The scheduled fees for 1997 are currently: 

Cattle $1.50 per head per week 

Horses $1.50 per head per week 

Mules $1.50 per head per week 

Sheep 30 cents per head per week 

Goats 30 cents per head per week 

Camping on Stock Routes 

Camping or stopping near stock route facilities 

It is very important that people do not park or 

camp near stock route watering or yarding 

facilities in case they or their belongings cause 

the stock to baulk or take fright. This can 

result in stock causing their handlers a lot of 

trouble and difficulty in watering or yarding, or 

at worst cause a stampede with the associated 

risk of injury to stock and humans. 

Generally, people should not park or leave a 

vehicle, or any other material or equipment 

within 300 metres of any water trough, bore 

drain, gateway or waterhole on any stock 
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Use of Stock Route Resources and Facilities 
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route or reserve for travelling stock. Even 

something as simple as a potato chip packet 

lying on the ground can spook stock at 

certain times. 

If you have stopped at a facility for a break, or 

to get water, be alert for travelling stock or 

local stock which rely on that facility for their 

water. If travelling or local stock are seen 

approaching then quietly repack your vehicle 

and slowly and quietly drive or walk away 

from the facility out of the way of the 

approaching stock. 

Fires 

When lighting campfires the traveller should 

be aware of any local fire bans or regulations 

and comply with these. 

Any other fires of grass, timber, rubbish or any 

other flammable material should not be lit on 

any stock routes unless with the express 

authority of the local council and the local 

Fire Service. 

Stock Camps 

Brakes 

Stock may not be camped or held across any 

gateway, ramp, grid, vehicular track or within 

2 metres of any boundary fence on any stock 

route or reserve for travelling stock. 

Campsites 

When selecting a campsite for travelling stock 

avoid the following places: 

• where passing vehicles, trains or lights may 

unexpectedly startle the stock at night, 

• within 300 metres of any watering facility, 

• in any place where their droppings will be 

carried into a watering facility.  

The stock route network is a vast and often isolated network upon which 

many drovers, landholders and travellers depend. This network is maintained 

by only a small number of Stock Route Supervisors dotted across Queensland 

and they are very busy keeping up with the workload. 

Therefore it is very important that people use the stock route network 

responsibly and leave the facilities as they found them. 

Illegal interference 

It is illegal for anyone to interfere with, or damage, any stock route facility, 

machinery, equipment, gate, fence, grid, ramp or notice board. 

Removal of grass 

A person should not cut, destroy or remove any grass or herbage on any stock 

route without having first obtained the written consent of the local council. 

Dipping facilities 

Some dipping facilities are supplied on stock routes for the use of travelling 

stock. Before using these facilities the council must be contacted and the 

payment of a fee may be required. 
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Loading facilities 

Where animals are to be loaded or unloaded at a stock route holding yard 

and ramp, contact and advise the council beforehand. The payment of a fee 

may also be required. 

Gates and fences 

One of the biggest sources of frustration caused to landholders by travellers is 

when people do not leave gates as they find them. It is really quite simple: 

• If it is open when you come to it, leave it open. 

• If it is closed when you come to it, then close it after going through. 

It is never acceptable for anyone to cut or otherwise undo or remove any 

fences, even if you put it back up after going through. If the landholder or 

council wanted you to go through the fence they would have put in a gate. 

Gates not to be locked 

A person must not lock any gate in a fence across a stock route or on a 

reserve for travelling stock or otherwise obstruct the free passage of travelling 

stock by constructing fences or other barriers across a stock route. 

Dumping, littering 8 polluting 

For stock routes to function properly it is important they are kept clear and 

free of any rubbish or other material which may detract from their use or 

conservation value. It is illegal to deposit or dump anything on a stock route; 

this includes: 

• earth, stone, gravel, etc. 

• plant material, crop residues, timber 

• waste products, rubbish, packaging material 

• animals, animal carcasses or products 

• fuel, oil and chemical containers 

• petroleum products and waste products including sump oil, chemicals, 

unless authorised in writing by the local council or unless it is a normal part 

of the use of the stock route network, such as stock manure, hay residue, etc. 

Use of Watering Facilities 

Drinking water 

The watering facilities provided along the stock route network are primarily 

for livestock to get a drink, but they are also there for other travellers to use in 

an often dry and unforgiving environment. 

It is not unusual for some of the areas where 

the facilities are located to go without rain for 

several years and what water is available in 

the dams and tanks might be all there is for 

kilometres around. 

It is important to protect the valuable water 

held at the facilities and to keep it fit for stock 

and, where possible, human consumption. 

Swimming and bathing 

To protect this valuable asset the Rural Lands 

Protection Act prohibits any bathing, swimming 

or washing in any constructed stock route 

water facility. Of course throwing anything 

into the water facilities which may in any way 

pollute the water is also prohibited. 

To be practical and to use common sense, 

swimming in the large earth tanks and dams 

may be tolerated if it does not muddy up the 

water for any stock using the facility or 

otherwise interfere with their proper use. 

Swimming or bathing in the small above-

ground earth tanks (turkey nests) or any 

concrete or metal tank is prohibited and 

downright dangerous. Swimmers could 

become trapped inside and die there with no 

one being the wiser. 

As with any swimming in waterholes or dams 

there are often hidden dangerous objects, such 

as submerged steel posts, which could prove 

fatal to an unwary swimmer. Any such use of 

the stock route facilities would be entirely at 

the risk of the people undertaking 

these activities. 

Drovers often rely on the water facilities for their own drinking water and 

local property people, council staff and travellers also use the facilities. 
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Travellers should 

be alert as 

stock could rush 

or stampede 

Obstruction of watering facilities 

Droving stock depends on the mob or herd being kept calm so that a small 

number of people can keep them under control and move the stock where 

needed. Often driven stock have not had a drink of water since the previous 

day and are very thirsty by the time the next stock route water facilities come 

along. Stock in such a condition can smell the water from some distance and 

can make it very awkward for the drovers to keep them under control. If the 

drovers did lose control the stock could rush or stampede to a water facility 

and 'mob' the troughing with a lot of pushing and shoving as they all try to get 

a drink. Anyone getting in the way of such a determined mob could possibly 

be trampled and injured. 

Stock in a water facility 

Fencing around stock route facilities such as above-ground tanks, dams and 

mills is designed to protect these facilities from livestock. Stock can trample 

banks, muddy holes and damage installations such as polythene pipes 

and fittings. 

Generally it is not permitted for any stock to be let into any enclosure or 

fenced area enclosing a watering facility, although in some cases it may be 

possible with the prior consent of the council. 

Control of Stock on Stock Routes 

Dangerous animals 

Stock should not be on a stock route if there is a likelihood of them causing or 

are likely to cause injury to, or interference with, any person, property or the 

watering or grazing of any other stock. 

Mustering stock 

A stock route supervisor may muster and hold for inspection any stock on any 

stock route or part of any stock route or reserve for travelling stock within 

the Area. 

Anyone else who wants to muster on a stock route, other than milking cows 

and their calves, will need to give the council at least 12 hours notice and give 

the hour and date when the muster is planned. 

It is in contravention of the Rural Lands Protection Act to undertake a muster 

under any pretext whatsoever unless and until consent in writing of the CEO 

has been obtained. 
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Stock not to stray on a stock route 

The only stock that should be on a stock route are those: 

• covered by a travelling stock or agistment permit issued by the local council, 

• covered by a permit issued by the Main Roads Department (usually for stock 

crossings or short distance movements), 

• stock from private land through which the stock route is not fenced out. 

Seizure and impounding 

Unauthorised stock found on any part of a stock route may be seized and 

taken possession of by a Land Protection Officer of the Department of Natural 

Resources or by a person authorised by the local council. Such a person must 

give notice to the owner of the stock as soon as possible. 

A penalty is charged on seized stock and in the case of sheep and goats is at 

the rate of $1.50 per head for every 24 hours or part thereof from time of 

seizure with a minimum total charge of $100 if the animals are released less 

than 48 hours after seizure and $200 if they are released more than 48 hours 

after seizure. 

In the case of cattle, a charge at the rate of $15 per head for every 24 hours 

or part thereof from the time of seizure with a minimum total charge of $100 

if cattle are released less than 48 hours after seizure and $200 if such cattle 

are released more than 48 hours after seizure. In any case any cost incurred 

in seizure of the stock may be included. 

When the charges are paid the stock will be released to the owner. Non-

payment of the charges will see the stock being sold at auction. If the stock 

fail to reach a reserve price then they may be destroyed and the costs of this 

action sought against the owner. 

Diseased, Abandoned and Unfit Animals and 
Carcasses 

Bogged, dying, infected, injured or dead animals 

It is important the stock routes be kept free of infected, sick or dying animals 

or animal carcasses so as not to affect public health, the travelling public and 

travelling or local stock. 

The stock route network should not be a vector for spreading disease, pests or 

parasites to or from neighbouring properties or along the network itself. 

Kangaroo and animal carcasses 

Animal carcasses, including kangaroos, goats, 

pigs and other pests and animals, are not to be 

left or dumped on stock routes by anyone —

including professional shooters. 

When stock are suffering from a lack of 

nutrition during dry times they can suffer a 

depraved appetite and start chewing the bones 

of animal carcasses which can lead to the 

spread of fatal diseases such as botulism. 

Lice and other parasites 

Stock should not enter the stock route network 

with any parasites including lice. Where 

practicable Stock Route Supervisors should 

inspect all stock prior to entering a stock route 

and prevent the entry of any infected stock. 

Such stock should be treated (dipped, back-

lined, innoculated, etc.) before a re-inspection. 

If infected stock are found on a stock route 

they should be treated as soon as possible 

without endangering the health or status of 

other neighbouring stock. 

For advice about on-property hygiene contact 

the local Department of Primary Industries 

veterinary officers. 

Animal welfare 

The proposed legislation, Animal Care and 

Protection Act, is being drafted and will affect 

the use of stock routes by diseased, weak, 

pregnant or infected livestock. Animal welfare 

issues relate to all husbandry practices 

including the provision of adequate food and 

water throughout the stock route network. 

Penalties 

Strong penalties can be imposed under the 

Rural Lands Protection Act, r.36, on anyone 

involved with the abandonment, dumping, 

possession or control of any bogged, dying, 
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infected, injured or dead stock on any part of 

any stock route. The council may recover the 

cost of removal or destruction of any such 

animals in Court from the owner. 

Conditions on Permits 

From time to time the issuing authority may 

include conditions on the permit. These 

special conditions enable the issuing authority 

to manage situations relevant to that particular 

route. Such conditions may be necessary to 

better manage stock routes or road reserves 

for fodder conservation, pest management or 

conservation of biodiversity. 

Permit conditions for road safety and 

travelling stock 

Vehicle traffic is a major concern to anyone 

walking stock on stock routes or roads. Under 

the definition that stock routes are roads and 

that all roads can be used for traffic (which 

includes the passage of stock) unless 

designated closed to travelling stock, it is a fact 

of life that increasing numbers of vehicle 

movements can be expected on stock routes. 

Stock on the hoof and traffic do not mix and 

provisions by drovers or stock owners must be 

made to ensure the safety for all users. 

Stock Route Permits do not yet include 

conditions for specific safety measures; 

however, there is a duty of care implicit in such 

a permit. Whoever is in charge of travelling 

stock, under any type of permit, for short or 

long distance movements, should take due 

care at all times that stock and plant do not 

cause a safety hazard to other users of the 

stock routes. 
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The road sense or 

behaviour of the mob 

varies with time on the 

road, their treatment 

and training 

The safe movement of walking stock depends on adequate stock control: 

• the size of the mob should be well within the capabilities of the staff on 

hand to control the stock, 

• road designs or stock route conditions demand varying degrees of stock 

control and supervision but the level of supervision available should never 

compromise the safe movements of other users. 

All effort should be made to keep stock, including working dogs, off the 

carriageway at all times. The "road sense" or behavior of the mob varies with 

time on the road, their treatment and training. 

The safety aspects of roads, which includes stock routes, are dealt with under the 

Transport Infrastructure Act and administered by the Department of Main Roads. 

Permits currently issued by the Department of Main Roads require the person in 

charge of the walking stock to agree to a set of safety conditions as set out by 

the Department. These conditions have often been instituted at the district level, 

but are under review to develop uniform State-wide conditions. 

Examples of safety conditions found in permits include: 

• an indemnity clause to indemnify the State of Queensland and the relevant 

issuing authority from claim or legal proceedings as a result of the permitted 

activities, 

• a set term, or time period, in which to undertake the activity, 

• the use of approved, standard, temporary signs to indicate stock on road for 

the next 10 kilometres, 

• the positioning of the temporary signs, 

• restraint of the stock at night in a functional enclosure, 

• movements of stock only permitted in broad daylight. 

For the future a public liability insurance policy, to an appropriate value, could 

also become necessary as the community generally becomes increasingly 

willing to litigate in Court. 

,rovers 

start 'an early 

steer 'em straight 

feed 'em plenty 

camp 'em late 

as recited to Col McAdam, Stock Route Supervisor, Belyando Shire 

by John Gallagher, drover, Stock Route Supervisor, Warroo Shire 
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Ryan Morgan, drover, Condamine 

2.2 Droving 

Practical Advice on Cattle Droving 

Ryan Morgan represents a new generation in the old lifestyle art of droving. 

Raised on 'Arubial', the family cattle property at Condamine, but experienced in 

the life of a Northern Territory buffalo catcher, Ryan has travelled throughout 

the United Kingdom and South Africa working on cattle properties. He has 

also taken cattle to Thailand and the Philippines through the live export trade, 

returning to the Darling Downs to spend nearly four years in the saddle as a 

drover. Ryan provides the following advice for those goin' a drovin'. 

The decision to take stock onto the long paddock is never easy or taken 

lightly. Financial or environmental stress are two major contributing factors. 

Failure or success in the venture can be summed up in two words, ATTITUDE 

and KNOWLEDGE. 

• Attitude 

The attitude taken toward droving is usually along the lines a military 

commander takes towards a major campaign. Planning, Organisation and 

Execution. Remember, 90 per cent is routine and consistency, 10 per cent is 

action. 

• Knowledge 

This is all about knowing what, when and how certain chores should be done. 

Remember that you need to be one step ahead of what's going on. 

Some of you are probably wondering, 'what the hell is he talking about?'. 

Therefore I will take you through an average day as I see it. There are 

countless books written by older and wiser drovers, but basically the technique 

is the same. Due to mobile phones, caravans and motorbikes, droving is a 

little easier now than it used to be. 'Stick to what you know best' is the old 

saying, so I will concern myself with the droving of cattle in this next section. 

A Typical Day 

4.00 am 

Everyone up an hour before daylight. Roll your swags, breakfast, catch horses 

and pack up camp. A discussion on the day's events. 

5.30 am 

Under law, cattle must be left in the brake until the sun touches the horizon. Count 

the cattle out of the electric brake. Let the cattle fan out as much as possible while 

keeping control. Slowly let the cattle walk and graze toward the day's water. 
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